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February 24, 2011
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E 

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

Enclosed for King County Council review and action are two items of legislation to respond to the urgent need to replace sink/lavatory fixtures in the King County Correctional Facility (KCCF).  The first, pursuant to KCC 4.16.050.B, is a motion to extend a February 24, 2011 Determination of Emergency and Waiver from Competitive Procurement Requirements for the King County Correctional Facility (KCCF) Retrofit (Emergency Determination and Waiver).  The second item is an emergency response ordinance that will appropriate funds necessary to perform the retrofit work contemplated by the Emergency Determination and Waiver.
The Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) has identified an immediate need for the replacement of existing lavatory fixtures located in detention cells on the 7th floor of the KCCF.  The cells house inmates determined to present a potential risk to the health and safety of themselves or others.  The fixtures may potentially be used by an inmate against him or herself in a manner that threatens life safety.  Therefore, it is critical to act as quickly as possible to remove the deficient fixtures and replace them with acceptable ones.  

In addition, King County has entered into a settlement agreement with the Department of Justice (DOJ) relating to the operation of the KCCF and is subject to ongoing DOJ monitoring for compliance with certain facility standards for inmate safety.  The DOJ monitor has recommended that retrofits be performed immediately to address the potential hazard to inmate safety.

In consideration of the foregoing, I issued the Emergency Determination and Waiver to expedite the procurement and installation of the new fixtures.  This condition meets the prerequisite for an emergency as this situation constitutes a set of circumstances that demands the immediate preservation of public health and constitutes unforeseen circumstances that present a real and immediate threat to the operation of the KCCF, an essential governmental function.
The second item of legislation is an emergency response ordinance that will appropriate funds necessary to fully pay for the work.  FMD and DAJD propose implementing design and construction in the following manner:
· Design work is complete utilizing an existing on-call contract with FSi Engineers. 

· Materials and equipment have been purchased and received through an existing supply contract.

· Installation has commenced utilizing an existing on-call construction work order. 
Cost of the total project is estimated at $750,484.  This amount includes all design, project management, DAJD security escorts, materials, and construction.   The estimated Maximum Allowable Construction Cost (MACC) for this project is $414,242.  The enclosed appropriation ordinance is for $280,764, which represents the amount needed by FMD, in addition to existing appropriation, to meet the $750,484 amount.  
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.  Your expeditious action on this request is necessary and appreciated.  
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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