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SUBJECT

A briefing on the 2024 Regional Water Quality Committee Work Program.

BACKGROUND

The Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC) is one of three regional committees formed[footnoteRef:1] by charter when voters approved the merger of Metro (transit and wastewater treatment services) and King County.  The role of the regional committees is to develop, propose, review, and recommend action on regional policies and plans for consideration by the County Council.  [1:  Ordinance 10530] 


King County Code 1.24.065(K) states the following on the role of the regional committees. 

1. A regional committee shall focus on planning and policy setting in program areas where it has been determined that regional service or facility planning is required and in area where it is agreed the opportunity and need for the planning exist. A regional committee is not responsible for routine review and recommendation on operational and administrative matters such as contracts, budgets, appropriations, and fares and rates, formerly performed by the council of metropolitan Seattle. A regional committee may, however, deal with policies to develop fares and rates within the committee's subject matter area. 

3. The regional water quality committee shall develop, review and recommend countywide policies and plans related to the water pollution control functions formerly provided by the municipality of metropolitan Seattle. Plans and policies that must be assigned to the committee include, but are not limited to, water quality comprehensive and long-range capital improvement plans, service area and extension policies, rate policies, and the facility siting policy and major facilities siting process.

Additionally, both the Charter and KCC allow for RWQC to develop and propose legislation directly to the Council. 

King County Code 1.24.065 (L) 
“Policies or plans proposed by regional committees.  A regional committee may develop and propose directly to the council, an ordinance or motion adopting, amending or repealing a countywide policy or plan regarding regional transit, water quality or other countywide policies and plans within the subject matter area of the committee.  The proposals must be approved by a majority of the committee members present and voting, with no fewer than three and one-half affirmative votes…”

DISCUSSION

Councilmember Balducci requested staff develop a draft work program based on the committee’s ongoing work and the legislation and reports expected to be transmitted in 2024. The following are the substantive items in the draft work program:

· 2025 proposed sewer rate and capacity charge. 
· Long-term capital and rate forecasting (Motions 16410 and 16449). 
· Regional Wastewater Services Plan Update.  
· Consent decrees:
· Modified Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Consent Decree
· Lower Duwamish Waterway Consent Decree
· Stormwater. 
· Update on Contaminants of Emerging Concern (Motion 16434)
· King County Comprehensive Plan Briefing.
The attached draft work program (Attachment 1) provides background and the objective for each topic and estimated dates for discussion of each topic. Attachment 2 is a monthly calendar showing the topics for each RWQC meeting. The work program and monthly calendar are intended to be updated throughout the year.

INVITED

· Kamuron Gurol, Director, Wastewater Treatment Division

ATTACHMENTS

1. DRAFT 2024 RWQC Work Program
2. DRAFT 2024 RWQC Monthly Work Program
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