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(highlighting for convenience purposes only)

Introduction 

On page I-3, after the heading "Countywide Planning" delete the paragraph and replace with the attached.
Chapter 1, Regional Growth Management Planning: 

On page 1-2, after the heading "Background" delete the first three paragraphs and replace with the attached.
Starting on page 1-6, after the heading "B.  Countywide Planning" delete the first four paragraphs and replace with the attached. 
Chapter 2, Urban Communities: 

On page 2-3, after the heading "the Urban Growth Area" delete the first two paragraphs and replace with the attached.
On page 2-8, delete policy U-115 and replace it with the revised policy U-115 attached. 
In response to VISION 2040, the county and the cities within the county ((King County’s Growth Management Planning Council)) approved a major overhaul and update to the Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) ((in 2011,)) in 2013.  ((Originally adopted in 1992,the)) These revised CPPs implement the regional vision ((within King County and the cities within the county, provide)) by providing a countywide framework to plan for new development, including housing, commercial, institutional and other non-residential uses, and for job growth ((targets, and)). The CPPs provide broad direction to individual jurisdiction comprehensive plans, including the King County Comprehensive Plan.  The goals of the policies include:   promoting a compact and centers-focused growth pattern that uses land and infrastructure efficiently, protecting the Rural Area and Resource Lands, providing affordable housing throughout the county and coordinating protection and restoration of the natural environment in King County.

Prompted by residents concerned about sprawl, King County adopted its first comprehensive land use plan in 1964.  Two decades later, the 1985 comprehensive land use plan was the first to identify an urban growth boundary line to limit urban growth to areas with the infrastructure needed for facilities and services.  It also established policies to preserve the Rural Area, conserve the natural environment and designate resource lands for long-term agriculture and forest production.

Later, as King County's efforts to manage growth matured, it played a key role in the development of Vision 2020, a long-range growth management, economic and transportation strategy for the central Puget Sound region developed by the Puget Sound Regional Council.  In 2008, VISION 2040 replaced Vision 2020 as the long range guide for the future of the four-county region.  

The Growth Management Act (GMA) requires urban counties to develop comprehensive land use plans addressing growth.  The county’s first comprehensive plan under the GMA was adopted in 1994.  The GMA also requires counties and cities to work together to develop framework policies to guide the comprehensive plan development. ((These Countywide Planning Policies (CPP), first adopted in 1992, subsequently updated, and substantially so in 2011 for adoption in 2012,))  The Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) were first adopted by King County and ratified by the cities within the county in 1992, and have been periodically amended since then.  In 2010, King County and the cities within the county embarked on a comprehensive update of the CPPs.  King County adopted these updated CPPs in 2012, and they were subsequently ratified by the cities.  The 2012 King County Countywide Planning Policies establish a vision for the future of King County – its cities, unincorporated urban areas, rural areas, and farms and forests.  Under the CPP vision for the year 2030, King County will boast a diversified sound regional economy and high quality of life with a viable Rural Area, vibrant urban centers linked by a high-capacity transit system, bountiful agricultural areas and productive forest lands, and protected critical areas.  King County's Comprehensive Plan builds on this vision for the unincorporated part of the county.

Countywide planning is conducted by King County in cooperation with the cities to address a wide range of issues that affect the entire county.  State law requires that planning be coordinated on a countywide level, and that the county itself adopt a comprehensive plan to regulate those areas for which it has direct responsibility.  The Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) are required by the state Growth Management Act and provide a countywide framework to coordinate local comprehensive plans and implement VISION 2040.  ((The CPPs were first adopted by the King County Council and ratified by the cities within the county in 1992.))  The Growth Management Planning Council is the formal body charged with developing the CPPs and then sending a recommendation to the King County Council for its review and approval.  The Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) is a representative body consisting of elected officials from King County, Seattle, the ((Suburban)) Sound Cities Association, and the City of Bellevue.
The CPPs were first adopted by King County and ratified by the cities within the county in 1992.  Starting in 2010, as part of a multi-year process, the GMPC undertook a major revision of CPPs.  It forwarded these revised CPPs to the King County council in 2012.  The council adopted an amended version of them in late 2012, which were then ratified by the cities in 2013.  The CPPs describe an overall vision for the cities and unincorporated portions of King County, and provide general strategies and approaches to be used by local jurisdictions, acting individually and cooperatively, to achieve that vision.  The policies address those issues that benefit from greater consistency across jurisdictions and those that are of a countywide or regional nature.  The 2012 King County Countywide Planning Policies ((are currently undergoing the first major update since 1992 to)) reflect: the requirements of the Growth Management Act, the ((recent)) adoption of VISION 2040; revised population, housing, and employment growth targets; and the fact that previous ((the)) policies were ((are)) out-of-date after nearly 20 years of growth and development.

King County and all cities and towns of King County are responsible for ensuring that their respective comprehensive plans are consistent with and implement the CPPs.  As the regional government, King County provides leadership on issues of countywide importance.  

King County, together with its cities, published the 2007 King County Buildable Lands Report.  Ratified in 2008, the Report fulfills the requirements of the GMA for the county and its cities to, every five years, evaluate whether there is sufficient suitable land to accommodate the projected county-wide population.  The Buildable Lands evaluation represents a mid-course check on achievement of GMA goals. The focus of the evaluation is on the designated urban areas of King County and growth targets for those areas as established in the CPPs.  Based on data from 2001 through 2005, the 2007 Buildable Lands Report evaluated the actual housing constructed, densities of new residential development, and the amount of actual land developed for commercial and industrial uses within the UGA.  Based on that data, it projected that there is a sufficient amount of land within the UGA to accommodate housing, commercial and industrial uses, through 2022 and beyond.

The Growth Management Act requires the county to designate an Urban Growth Area where most growth and development forecasted for King County will be accommodated.  By designating an Urban Growth Area, King County and other counties in the state will:

· Limit sprawling development;

· Reduce costs by encouraging concentrated development;

· Improve the efficiency of transportation, human services and utilities;

· Protect the Rural Area and Resource Lands;

· Enhance open space; and

· Mitigate the impacts of climate change and adapt its effects.

The Urban Growth Area (UGA) for King County is designated on the official Land Use Map adopted with this plan.  The original Countywide Planning Policies (CPP) provided the framework that the Metropolitan King County Council used when adopting the UGA as part of the 1994 Comprehensive Plan.

U-115
King County shall provide adequate land capacity for residential, commercial, ((and)) industrial, and other non-residential growth in the urban unincorporated area.  This land capacity shall include both redevelopment opportunities as well as opportunities for development on vacant lands.

G-23


