2003-0215
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF HEARING

Proposed Ordinance 2003-0215

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Metropolitan King County Council will hold a public hearing in the Council Chambers on the 10th Floor of the King County Courthouse (516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington) on Monday the 16th day of June 2003 at 1:30 PM.  The purpose of this public hearing is to consider adoption of Proposed Ordinance 2003-0215, adopting amendments to the King County Code (K.C.C.) relating fees charged by the department of development and environmental services for the review of land use and building permit applications.  


King County encourages public comment on Proposed Ordinance 2003-0215.  You may wish to present oral testimony at the June 16th public hearing.  Testimony is limited to three minutes per speaker and you may provide written copies for the Councilmembers’ review.  Please provide 20 copies of any written material you wish to submit.  The chamber is equipped with an audio/visual system capable of displaying 35mm slides, VHS tapes, overheads, and computer displays.  Audio/visual presentations are included in the 3-minute timeframe.  Testimony sign-up will take place in the lobby outside the Council Chambers before the beginning of the meeting on June 16th.  Please call the Metropolitan King County Council offices at (206) 296-1000 if you need directions to the Courthouse.  You may also mail or fax comments to Councilmembers.  The address for the Council is King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue #1200 Seattle Washington 98104.  The Council fax number is (206) 296-0198.
The complete text of Proposed Ordinance 2003-0215 is available in the Council Clerk’s office, Room 1025, King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington.  A copy of the ordinance will be mailed to you upon your request to the Clerk at (206) 296-1020.  Copies of this legislation are also available on the Internet, at www.metrokc.gov/mkcc/clerk.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2003-0215 would amend K.C.C. to authorize two basic groups of revisions that will go into effect at different times (July 1st 2003 and January 1st 2004):
Sections Effective July 1st 2003

· Many sections that are “updates” to reflect rates as currently charged

· Two substantive revisions:
· Continuation through the remainder of 2003 of the general 5% increase authorized by Ordinance 14526 
· Allowance of Fire Inspection Fees cost recovery for required inspections that are not currently subject to a charge 
Sections Effective January 1st 2004

· Creating a Project Management System for all major land use projects and major building permits (including permits for single family developments with sensitive areas).

· Elimination of subsidy for smaller residential additions, remodels and decks.

· Elimination of the 50% credit of pre-application fees to permit application fees.
· Continuing authority to use the code compliance abatement fund to cover code enforcement administrative costs. 

· Creating for single-family permits, a three-tiered Critical Areas Fee based upon whether the applicant chooses to have 1) the department serve as the sensitive area consultant, 2) use a consultant from a “preferred consultant” list, or their own consultant.
· Treating Clearing and Grading Permits uniformly and basing fees on amount of disturbed area

· Amend International Conference of Building Officials (ICBO) – based fees by lowering plan review fees from the current 70% to 65% and increasing the inspection fees from 70% to 100%.

· Create a 3-tiered (basic, standard or complex) Drainage Review Fee for single family permits.
Dated at Seattle, Washington, this 4th day of June, 2003.
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