DESCRIPTION OF KENMORE’S PROJECT TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements within the Burke-Gilman Trail right-of-way will occur from 68th Avenue NE through 83rd Place NE.  The work is being undertaken as part of the SR 522 Phase II Project, being developed by the city of Kenmore.  The project work within the trail right-of-way will include relocating the trail in some locations, retaining wall construction, staging for wall and trial construction, installing landscaping, repaving portions of the trail, revising walkway connections to and across the trail, installing bus stop pads and shelters, installing luminaries, poles and conduit, installing temporary overhead power lines, installing underground utilities, installing drainage structures, street and trail signage, temporary street lighting, temporary trail detours and an irrigation system for landscaping.

The various aspects of the construction within the trail right-of-way are described in more detail below:

Drainage – the project will install a biofiltration swale along two sections of the trail shown on sheets D13 and D14.  These swales provide the first step in a two-step storm water treatment process before discharging into Swamp Creek.  The swales will have flat bottoms with 3-foot horizontal to 1-foot vertical slopes on either side.  The exception to this is the swale on the west side of Swamp Creek.  Because the trail is significantly higher then the swale a modular block wall will be installed along the north edge of the swale.  Storm water from the swales will discharge into storm filter vaults installed in the NE 175th Street right-of-way adjacent to the trail.  The swales will be constructed within easement areas.

Storm water sewers will be installed to convey storm water from SR 522 to the swales as shown on sheets D05 and D07.  The project will also remove and replace a storm water sewer near 83rd Place shown on sheet D08.  This work will be conducted within the temporary construction easement area.

Utility crossings – the SR 522 projects are undergrounding overhead utility lines along the corridor.  As a result in two locations utilities will need to be undergrounded across the trail.  The first is shown on Sheet U06 and includes service for Comcast; the second is on Sheet U08 and includes service for Comcast and Northshore School District.  This work will be conducted within easements areas. 

Retaining Wall – a retaining wall is required to widen SR 522 between 80th Avenue NE and the eastern end of the Project.  The western end will be a gravity wall and the eastern end because of the height will be a soldier pile wall, see sheets W01 through W07 & RP06 through RP09.  Construction will be accomplished by closing the trail and placing earth fill to protect the trail pavement and allow the drill rig to reach the appropriate height.  Once construction is completed the area will be restored and new asphalt overlay installed along the paved portion of the trail.  The wall will be constructed primarily in existing street right-of-way except the very western end which will be within the right of way acquisition area.  The contractor will stage work wall construction within the temporary construction easement area. 

77th Court Trail Realignment – the trail will be relocated at the new intersection of 77th Court to provide adequate roadway width for a u-turn and transit stop.  The trail will be shifted approximately 7 feet to the south, maintain the existing trail width of 12 feet, paved with asphalt and have 2 foot gravel shoulders. See Sheets TR01 and TR04.

Trail Connections – at several points along the trail there are connections to existing SR 522 crosswalks or transit stops, and to NE 175th Street.  At these locations sidewalk or walkways will be constructed on trail right-of-way to facilitate the movement of trail users. See Sheets TR04, TR06, RP04, Sheet 1 and 2. 
Landscaping- landscaping will be provided.  The landscaping elements and location of plant material are shown on Sheets L03 through L06 and Sheet L-1 through L-3.  Plant material will be low maintenance and reflect a northwest theme.  An irrigation system will also be installed and used for the first two years of operation as shown on the irrigation plans.  Continued use will need to be resolved in discussions between the city and King County Parks.  

Street lighting – as part of the roadway improvements luminaries, poles and conduit will be placed 3.5 feet south of the south curb line.  The Lithonia Aeris Segmented lighting fixture will be used on square steel finished pole mounted at 39 feet with a decorative 2-foot curved arm.  The pole locations will be within trail right-of-way, see Sheets I01 through I05 and Sheets E2.10 through E2.12 and E3.1.

Temp street lighting – There are 7 wood luminary poles along the project that will need to be relocated to provide illumination during construction.  These poles are currently on street 
right-of-way and will need to be temporarily placed on trail right-of-way. 

Overhead utilities – as part of the SR 522 Swamp Creek Bridge replacement the existing Puget Sound Energy distribution line that crosses the trail just to the west of the bridge will need to be temporarily relocated.  The distribution line crossing will be moved approximately 200 feet further to the west, approximately trail station 422+00.  The line will then continue eastward within the north margin of the NE 175th Street right-of-way and once again cross the trail right-of-way approximately 100 feet east of the Bridge, approximately trail station 425+75.  The crossings will be temporary and removed once the overhead utility undergrounding is completed.  See attached.  

Trail Closure – the trail will need to be closed in order to complete the improvements discussed in this permit application.  Trail users will be detoured to NE 175th Street.  The detour plans are shown on Sheets 1 through 6 and Sheets TR03 through TR09. 

SR 522 Roadway Improvements – in addition to the improvements previously described the city would like approval to install roadway improvements within the trail right-of-way that is being acquired by the city.  This will facilitate the Washington State Department of Transportation certification of the right-of-way.  The improvements include storm drainage inlets and sewers, sidewalks, bus shelters, roadway widening, curbs and gutters, a portion of a retaining wall, and a portion of the new Swamp Creek Bridge.  These improvements are shown on Sheets RP01 through RD12 and RD13 and RD14.
