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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  3

DATE:  June 15, 2006
PROPOSED MOTION 2006-0265
PREPARED BY:  Clifton Curry
SUBJECT:  A MOTION approving the report, King County Regional Automated Fingerprint Identification System, The Future of AFIS including AFIS Initiatives 2007-2012, dated May 15, 2006.

SUMMARY:  The King County Regional Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) is a levy-funded service, managed by the King County Sheriff’s Office, that provides computer analysis of fingerprints taken from individuals and crime scene evidence.
The most recent AFIS levy ended in 2005, and planning began for continuation of the levy late last year.  In November 2005, the AFIS Advisory Committee commissioned the Technical Subcommittee to review the operations of the Regional AFIS Program, and to recommend a set of prioritized programs and enhancements to meet emerging community needs and current standards for the collection and identification of suspects in King County.

The subcommittee met a total of nine times over the period from December 2005 through March 2006.  The subcommittee reviewed in detail each proposed initiative item for the Regional AFIS Program, challenging the assumptions, timing, financial implications, and relevance to the AFIS System.  The group put forth a set of enhancements to status quo, categorized by funding ranking, to the Regional AFIS Advisory Committee for its final recommendation.  The advisory group reviewed and adopted the recommendations and completed a final report with the proposed levy plan.

In accordance with the findings and recommendations of the Regional AFIS Advisory Committee, this proposed plan would submit to the voters a permanent levy to continue the AFIS program—and levy--which started in 1987.  The proposed levy plan is based on the implementation of the 2007-2012 planned program initiatives that include the system continuation and enhancements.  The proposed plan would establish a permanent statutory levy rate of 5.25 cents per $1,000 of assessed value for the foreseeable future.  The levy proceeds would upgrade the existing system, expand the system’s capabilities and the number of remote sites for taking fingerprints, and allow for some workload increases.
This Proposed Motion would adopt the AFIS levy plan dated May 15, 2006, that shows the history, guiding principles, and planned AFIS expenditures for the period 2007-2012.

ATTENDING:
1. Toni Rezab, Office of Management and Budget

2. Marilyn Nault, Regional AFIS Manager

Attachment:
1.  Executive Transmittal Letter

2.  Proposed Motion 2006-0265
3.  King County Regional Automated Fingerprint System: The Future of AFIS Including Initiatives 2007-2012, May 15, 2006






