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SUBJECT:
A briefing on Executive-proposed amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan related to sustainable development and healthy community design.
Background:  

Public Health
In 1999 King County, in cooperation with the cities of Seattle, Kent and Redmond, and funded by a grant from the Federal Transit Administration, initiated the Land Use, Transportation, Air Quality & Health (LUTAQH) study.  The purpose of the study is to identify how travel patterns, health, and quality of life are impacted by land use and transportation decisions.  
The LUTQAH study uses three areas of the County as case studies: Kent, White Center, and Redmond.  Using travel surveys and other data and information, the study will examine the relationship between community design, transportation methods, air quality and public health.  In essence, the study presupposes that a more walkable community is a healthier community.
A county brochure describing the study indicates that the research, which will be concluded this spring, will lead to the establishment and implementation of community design principles and transportation investment policies that will improve accessibility, air quality and public health within King County and the central Puget Sound region.
Sustainable Development
In 2001, the Executive signed an Executive Order launching the Green Building Initiative, which encourages and promotes the use of green building practices in all buildings the County constructs, remodels and renovates (King Street Center is the most well-known example).  
The Initiative utilizes a green rating system developed by the U.S. Green Building Council, a national coalition of building industry representatives that works to promote environmentally responsible design.  LEED™ (Leadership is Energy and Environmental Design) is the USGBC’s voluntary national standard for developing sustainable buildings.  County departments are directed to incorporate its use when constructing facilities.
SUMMARY:

Public Health Policies
The Executive proposes amendments to the Urban Chapter that link general land use patterns with public health.  Essentially, the new language cites public health as another reason to support the existing land use strategy of focusing development in urban areas.  The text preceding the policy changes addresses rising rates of obesity in King County, which increases the risk of diabetes, hypertension and heart disease.  It states that a major cause of obesity is lack of physical activity and that the County, through its policies, can positively impact the health of its residents by supporting a land use pattern that promotes walking.
The new text and policy changes state that King County supports land use and zoning actions that increase opportunities for residents to be more physically active, including:
· concentrating growth in urban areas;

· promoting urban centers;

· allowing mixed use developments;

· adding pedestrian and trail linkages;

· allowing commercial development in proximity to residential development; and
· increasing opportunities for walking and biking.
These actions are consistent with existing county policy.

It is important to note that the new policy direction is non-regulatory in that there are no implementing development regulations, and no new language that would compel the county to make such changes.  The affected policies all use the non-compulsory directive “should” as opposed to the imperative “shall”.

Issues related to Public Health Policies

· Policy U-122, which provides guidance to the county when considering proposed rezones, would be amended to state that the County supports increases in urban residential densities when the proposal “will help promote physical activity by providing trail linkages and connections to services”
Sustainable Development Policies

The Executive proposes a new subsection in the Urban chapter of the Comprehensive Plan called Sustainable Development (see Attachment 2).  Essentially, it takes the spirit of the executive order that launched the Green Building Initiative and translates it into county policy.  It also broadens the scope beyond county building and land development, by developing sustainability as a larger theme that is to be incorporated into other county policies, including those related to:
· Smart Growth;
· infrastructure development;
· community health;
· wise resource use;
· local and regional economies;
· responsible energy policies;
· affordable housing;
· public open space; and

· transportation policies

The opening statement of the new Sustainable Development section states that “it is the goal of King County to work towards a model sustainable community where the public and private sectors seek to balance urban growth with natural resource protection”, and that sustainability can be achieved through low impact development, and through green building practices.  The policy direction that follows states that the County SHALL:
· incorporate sustainable development principles and practices into the design, construction and operation of all county facilities and county-funded projects to the fullest extent possible; and
· identify and evaluate potential substantive changes to land use development regulations and building codes to support and promote green building and low impact development, and that this may be accomplished through demonstration projects.
Further, the new policy direction states that the County SHOULD:

· apply LEED™ criteria in the design of all new county construction, remodels and renovations;
· leverage its purchasing power related to capital improvement projects to help expand markets for green building products;

· encourage, support and promote the application of low impact development practices in private sector development incorporate sustainable development principles and practices into the design, construction and operation of all county facilities and county-funded projects to the fullest extent possible;

· work with residential and commercial developers to incorporate low-impact development practices that protect native vegetation and soils, and reduce impervious surface; and
· identify and evaluate potential substantive changes to land use development regulations and building codes to support and promote low impact development, and that this may be accomplished through demonstration projects.
Issues related to Sustainable Development Policies

Staff have identified the following issues related the Sustainable Development Policies:

· Sets the stage for regulatory changes in support of this new policy directive (U-605);

· No glossary definition for the terms Sustainable Development, Green Building, or Smart Growth (note: Green Building is defined in the text but not the glossary)

· Conflicting policy direction related to low impact development in policies U-605 and U-608 (should vs. shall)

· Question the practicality of including external website addresses in Comprehensive Plan glossary; subject to frequent change and requires yearly monitoring by county staff.

ATTACHMENTS
:
1.   Proposed public health text and policies
2. Proposed sustainable development text and policies
� Due to the length of the ordinance, it is not included as an attachment to the staff report.  It is available in members’ binders.  It is also available on-line, at www.metrokc.gov/council/compplan.
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