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Strategy F-3

Pursue opportunities for partnerships and economic development with communities, employers, other transit agencies, federal and state governments and vendors to expand resources to support transit services and supporting capital facilities.  Explore the use of advertising to support shelter program expansion and enhancements.

To determine the viability of extending the current Ride Free Area (RFA) or entering into agreements for new RFA in additional King County communities, the Department of Transportation will provide a report to the Regional Transit Committee by June 2003, which identifies the issues associated with the implementation of additional RFA.  The analysis will consider three potential scenarios: an extension of the existing downtown Seattle RFA, a RFA for another Seattle urban neighborhood, such as Ballard, Capitol Hill or the University District, and a RFA for one or more suburban cities.  RFA analysis will include the following factors:

1. Operating cost impacts

2. Revenue impacts

3. Security and driver impacts

4. Revenue recovery from RFA “partners” or net cost (operations savings plus revenue loss)

5. Customer impacts

6. Partner agency impacts

7. Comparison with alternatives (e.g. free circulators, token/ticket program)

8. Or other factors as determined by the RTC.

9. The RFA analyses will be presented to the Regional Transit Committee by June 2003.
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