
Seattle Public Utilities

• All customers must have garbage, recycling, and 
organics collection

• SPU contractors collect all 3 waste streams for all 
residents

• Commercial customers can arrange recycling and 
organics services on their own, per WA state law

• Garbage hauled by rail to a landfill in Oregon
• Recyclables processed at Republic MRF in SODO
• Organics processed at Compost Facilities 

• Lenz Enterprises (Stanwood) 
• Cedar Grove (Everett & Maple Valley)

• Most commercial customers use composting 
services, but some use alternatives 
(e.g. animal feed, anaerobic digestion) 

Seattle’s Solid Waste System



Seattle Public Utilities

Key organics policies in Seattle

• 1985 – Backyard composting education began
• 1989 – Required separation of yard waste from 

garbage
• 2005 – Vegetable food waste accepted in 

organics collection cart
• 2009 – All food waste accepted & mandatory 

service subscription for single family customers
• 2011 – Mandatory service subscription for 

multifamily & commercial customers
• 2015 – Food waste banned from the garbage



Seattle Public Utilities

Looking ahead: a focus on food

Estimated Tons of Food Waste in Garbage, 2002 - 2023



Seattle Public Utilities

Where to go to learn more: www.seattle.gov/utilities
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