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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0435 would approve the Shoreline Water District (“District”) Water System Plan Update 2011 (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The Shoreline Water District's water system provides service to an area located north of the City of Seattle and south of the Snohomish County, primarily consisting of residential water customers.  

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that the plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.



UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE SHORELINE WATER DISTRICT WATER SYSTEM PLAN UPDATE 2011

The UTRC has finalized its review of the Plan.  The UTRC found the Plan to meet the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area  The water service area for the Shoreline Water District includes portions of the cities of Shoreline and Lake Forest Park, north of Seattle and south of the Snohomish County border.  The District provides service to a population of 22,400, with approximately 7,497 single family connections, 1,818 multi-family connections and 926 commercial connections within the service area.  The District provides wholesale water to the State of Washington’s Fircrest School, which has its own public water system. 

Facilities  The District receives its entire water supply from the regional water system operated by Seattle Public Utilities (“SPU”).  Water supply is through taps to SPU’s Tolt River Supply Line, which runs east-west along NE 195th Street, and north-south along 8th Ave NE.  These connections supply the District’s seven pressure zones, two storage reservoirs, and a booster pump station.  In addition, there are two local emergency interties with the Mountlake Terrace water system north of the District, and one with the SPU system west of Interstate 5.   

Growth  While much of the area appears “built out”, significant in-fill development and redevelopment is anticipated within the service area.  The District currently serves a population of approximately 22,361; by 2030, the population of the District is anticipated at 23,314.  Employment within the District’s water service area is approximately 4,660, and is forecast at 5,549 by 2030.  Higher fire flow requirements are anticipated in association with a shift from single family residential to multi-family and commercial customers.  An annual water demand of 668 million gallons annually in 2011 is projected to increase to 695 million gallons annually by 2016, and 760 million gallons annually by 2030.  

System Improvements  The Plan includes a capital improvement program through the year 2030 with an estimated cost of $25.1 million.  The first ten years of capital improvement projects is based on an aggressive schedule of facility replacements, facility construction, and system modifications designed to address projected system demands.  Major emphasis of the capital improvement effort is focused on the Special Study Areas identified by the City of Shoreline, with most of the projects consisting of water main replacements.  The District proposes to fund capital projects from revenue sources such as water sales, facilities charges, developer financing, grants and low interest loans, and general obligation and revenue bonds.  

SEPA  The District issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan on December 13, 2011. There were no appeals.  

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2013-0435 without attachment of the Shoreline Water District (“District”) Water System Plan Update, which is available upon request.
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