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SUBJECT:  Specifying load limits on county bridges.
BACKGROUND:  
Proposed Ordinance 2006-0142 (packet, Attachment 1) establishes a load limit on Wagners Bridge #364B on North Fork Road SE over the north fork of the Snoqualmie River.  The ordinance also eliminates load limits on 11 bridges that have been replaced, rehabilitated, or had a capacity upgrade.  A table listing the bridges is included in the packet.
The Wagners Bridge has a sufficiency rating of 3 out of 100 and is structurally deficient.  The County Road Engineer imposed a load limit on March 15, 2005, and enactment of this ordinance will allow the load limit to remain in place until a replacement bridge has been completed.  
K.C.C. 14.16.010 addresses public notice requirements for establishing load limits on county bridges.  Notice must be published in a local newspaper of general circulation and be posted on either end of the bridge on or prior to the date of publication.
The Clerk of the Council has determined that a notice period similar to that for establishment of a road will be used.  This advertising requirement, set in RCW 36.81.070, states that the Council shall set a date for a public hearing and publish a notice for two successive weeks in an appropriate newspaper.  The RCW also states that a notice must also be posted at the termini of the road being established for at least 20 days prior to Council approval.  Council staff has worked with the Clerk’s Office to prepare an advertisement that will be published following the Committee’s approval of the ordinance.  If the Committee approves the ordinance today, the public hearing could be held at the May 8 Council meeting.
There is no public notice requirement for the elimination of load limits on bridges, so the repeal of the load limits on the 11 other bridges does not need to have an advertised public hearing. 
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2006-0142 



2. Bridges Affected by Proposed Ordinance

3. Executive’s transmittal letter
4. Fiscal Note

ATTENDING:
Kelly Whiting, King County Road Services Division
