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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5, 6, and 7
	Name:
	Gene Paul

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0378
2024-0379
2024-0380
	Date:
	January 28, 2025



SUBJECT

Motions confirming the appointments of Richard Anderson, Cecelia Gunn, and Laura Murphy to the King County Landmarks Commission. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2024-0378 would confirm the Executive's appointment of Richard Anderson to the King County Landmarks Commission, as a professional from the field of history, for a partial term expiring on June 1, 2027. Mr. Anderson resides in Council District 3 and is the Executive Director of the Northwest Railway Museum. 

Proposed Motion 2024-0379 would confirm the Executive's appointment of Cecelia Gunn to the King County Landmarks Commission, as a representative from local heritage organizations, for a partial term expiring on June 1, 2026. Ms. Gunn resides in Council District 5 and is a Principal with the consulting firm EnviroIssues.

Proposed Motion 2024-0380 would confirm the Executive's appointment of Laura Murphy to the King County Landmarks Commission, as a professional from the field of archeology, for a partial term expiring on June 1, 2027. Ms. Murphy resides in Council District 9 and is an archaeologist for the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe. 

BACKGROUND 

In 1980, King County established the Landmarks Commission to ensure preservation of the region's historic places, material culture, and traditions for future generations.

The nine-member commission is comprised of volunteers with broad expertise in areas such as architecture, art, land use, historic preservation, archaeology, education, and history. No more than four members may reside within any one municipal jurisdiction. Commissioners are appointed to three-year terms.

Commissioners are responsible for the designation and regulation of landmark properties, representation of suburban cities with interlocal agreements with King County, and advice to the Executive and Council on King County landmarks issues. The Landmarks Commission promotes and protects historically significant sites by providing technical assistance to owners of historic buildings, community organizations and local public agencies. Additional responsibilities include oversight of cultural facilities, educational programs, special projects, and sustained support programs that provide grants to landmarks organizations and individual specialists. Funding for landmark programs is available from the Cultural Development Fund.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Appointee Richard Anderson. Mr. Anderson is the Executive Director of the Northwest Railway Museum in Snoqualmie, WA. Part of the mission of the Northwest Railway Museum is "to operate a nationally significant museum and heritage railway" where the public experiences "exhibits and educational programs that confront the impactful and challenging history of railways."[footnoteRef:1] According to his application materials, the Railway Museum that Mr. Anderson manages includes properties on the King County and the City of Snoqualmie Landmarks Registers and two properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places. He also has 30 years of experience working with the Secretary of Interior's Standards for Treatment of Historic Properties and has expressed a passion for the preservation of the built environment.  [1:  "About Our Commitment to History and the Future," Northwest Railway Museum [Link]] 


Appointee Cecelia Gunn. Ms. Gunn is a Principal with the consulting firm  EnviroIssues in Seattle. According to her application materials, Ms. Gunn has a Masters in Urban Planning with a Historic Preservation Certification from the University of Washington. She has nearly 15 years of experience working in community engagement for public projects across the region and has expressed not only a recognition of the importance of historic preservation but how it supports other aspects of regional planning including economic and community development. 

Appointee Laura Murphy. Ms. Murphy is an Archaeologist for the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe. According to her application materials, she has served in this role since 2003 and supports the Muckleshoot Tribe's Preservation Program by working to identify and protect cultural resources before and during construction projects both on and off the Reservation.[footnoteRef:2] While she is not a member of the Muckleshoot Tribe, Ms. Murphy expressed a belief that her years of employment with the Tribe and her interest in pre-contact local history could be useful for having a well-rounded Landmarks Commission.    [2:  "Preservation," Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Tribal Departments [Link]] 


ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointments. They appear to be consistent with the requirements for King County Landmarks Commission appointments.  

INVITED

· Richard Anderson, Appointee to the Landmarks Commission 
· Cecelia Gunn, Appointee to the Landmarks Commission 
· Laura Murphy, Appointee to the Landmarks Commission 
· Sarah Steen, Landmarks Coordinator, Staff Liaison to the Landmarks Commission

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2024-0378
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Proposed Motion 2024-0379
4. Transmittal Letter
5. Proposed Motion 2024-0380
6. Transmittal Letter
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