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Metropolitan King County Council

Regional Water Quality Committee
Staff Report

	Agenda Item No.:
	6
	
	Name:
	Elizabeth Mountsier 



	Proposed Ordinance No:
	2005-0523

	
	Date:
	December 14, 2005


SUBJECT:   AN ORDINANCE relating to the Regional Wastewater Services Plan; and amending Ordinance 13680, Section 5, as amended, and K.C.C. 28.86.050, Ordinance 13680, Section 6, and K.C.C. 28.86.060, Ordinance 13680, Section 7, and K.C.C. 28.86.070, Ordinance 13680, Section 8, and K.C.C. 28.86.080, Ordinance 13680, Section 11, and K.C.C. 28.86.110, and Ordinance 13680, Section 18, as amended, and K.C.C. 28.86.180.
SUMMARY:  Following the Executive’s transmittal of the 2004 Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) Update in May, 2004 – the Regional Water Quality Committee began discussing technical and potential substantive amendments to the RWSP.

The regional water quality committee was briefed on the 2004 RWSP Update by executive and council staff in May, June, July, September and October 2004.  The regional water quality committee directed committee staff to work with executive staff and intergovernmental staff representing caucus interests of the committee to conduct further review of potential technical and substantive amendments to RWSP policies based upon the 2004 RWSP Update and implementation of the RWSP policies since its adoption in 1999.
Committee staff, executive and intergovernmental staff met regularly during the latter months of 2004 and throughout 2005 and consulted regularly with members of the RWQC regarding potential policy amendments and briefed the committee intermittently at regularly scheduled committee meetings regarding progress on the review.  In addition, committee staff arranged briefings before the committee, based on committee member requests, on a range of topics and subject matter related to the implementation of RWSP policies subsequent to the 2004 RWSP Update.  In 2005, these briefings included updates on the regional needs assessment regarding conveyance capacity and potential capital facility improvements needed, infiltration and inflow policy implementation and treatment plant policy implementation, including progress on the Brightwater environmental review, permitting and mitigation progress.
Committee staff at the direction of the committee members organized a peer review of the population and flow projections contained in the 2004 RWSP Update.  The peer review was facilitated and staffed by consultants and staff to the King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks in spring, 2005.  RWQC was subsequently briefed on the outcome of the peer review and recommendations of those technical and intergovernmental staff who participated in the review.

Committee staff, executive staff and intergovernmental staff met with an ad-hoc committee of the RWQC in August and September, 2005 to discuss potential technical and substantive amendments to RWSP policies.
At the direction of the chair, staff to the committee prepared the attached legislation (Proposed Ordinance 2005-0523 – Attachment 1) that addresses “technical” amendments to the policies to address date changes and similar housekeeping items.  The legislation also includes amendments to the policies that were not controversial and agreed upon by RWQC member to provide clarification of policies and policy intent.  
The legislation was sponsored by Councilmember Hammond and introduced on December 5, 2005 and dually assigned to the Regional Water Quality Committee and Natural Resources and Utilities Committee.  The RWQC is assigned to review the legislation first.  

For reference purposes, Attachment 2 to this staff report is a copy of the RWSP policies as codified in Title 28.   

Committee members have expressed their interest in potentially proposing more “substantive” amendments to the RWSP policies that may amend intent or add new language to give further policy direction.   Those amendments are not included in Attachment 1 (Proposed Ordinance 2005-0523).  The Chair’s direction is that individual amendments pertaining to substantive issues should be drawn up separately, as amendments to the legislation containing technical amendments.  At the time this staff report was prepared and issued – there were no substantive amendments that RWQC members had requested be distributed to the committee.
Amendments addressing changes in reporting requirements related to the RWSP are addressed in separate legislation (Proposed Ordinance 2005-0487 – Agenda Item # 5 for 12/14/05).  

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0523.1

2. KCC 28.86, codified Regional Wastewater Services Plan policies  (as amended in 2001 and 2003)
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