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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0468 would approve the King County Water District 45 (“District”) 2011 Water Comprehensive Plan Update (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The City of Kent’s water system provides service to the City and unincorporated areas as well as areas in the City of Auburn.

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that the plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.



UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE KING COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 45 2011 WATER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 

The UTRC has finalized its review of the Plan.  The UTRC found the Plan to meet the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area  Water District 45 manages a service area that provides water utility service to a portion of the City of Seattle and unincorporated lands in King County.  Specifically, the District currently serves 980 connections in the North Highline area near White Center.  The District’s water system provides service to a population of approximately 3,413 residents. The District has had very minimal growth with an average annual growth of 0.35 percent between 2004 and 2011.The District is surrounded by adjacent water utilities including the City of Seattle and King County Water District 20. It is unlikely the retail water service area will change in the future. 

Facilities  Water supply to Water District 45 is provided by the City of Seattle. The District’s daily water demand in 2011 was approximately 89 million gallons.  Water District 45 operates a reservoir and pump station in conjunction with several other water districts.  By agreement, Water District 45 has a seven percent share of the water in the reservoir.  Water District 45 and Water District 20 maintain an emergency intertie, which is located on SW 112th Street near 4th Ave SW.  

Growth  The District accounts are projected to grow at an average rate of .44% annually each year for the next 20 years.  2011 total Equivalent Residential Units (“ERUs”) of 958 are projected to grow to 1,046 in 2031.  Average Daily Demand is projected to increase from 89 million gallons (2011) to 98 million gallons (2031).  Of the current 89 million gallons used daily, 80 million gallons is tied to residential use, with the remainder associated with commercial/industrial, or government usage.  

System Improvements  The Plan provides a capital improvement plan that anticipates expenditures of $1.3 million through 2017.  Largest expenditures are for a new office building and for replacement of an intertie with Water District 20.  Other major expenditures are for water main improvements, water connection facilities, and planning and study projects.  Primary revenue sources are water sales revenues, interest on investments, and cash reserves.  

SEPA  The City issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan on May 12, 2011. There were no appeals.  

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2013-0468 without attachment of the King County Water District 45 2011 Water Comprehensive Plan Update, which is available upon request.
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