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Budget and Fiscal Management Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	 11
	Name:
	Clifton Curry

	Proposed No.:
	2012-0276

	Date:
	August 21, 2012


SUBJECT:  
AN ORDINANCE approving a new lease for the King County district court to be located at the Auburn Justice Center, King County Council District 7.

SUMMARY:
This ordinance would authorize the executive to lease facilities for the provision of court services by King County District Court in the City of Auburn.  King County District Court has been providing municipal court services to 12 cities under contracts authorized by Ordinance 15380 since 2006 and began providing services to the City of Auburn in August 2012.  This ordinance adopts a new lease providing approximately 12,400 square feet of space for the District Court to be located at the Auburn Justice Center at no cost to the county.  The proposed lease will end on December 31, 2016, with the option of a 5-year extension from January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2021.
BACKGROUND:

The District Court is the county’s court of “limited jurisdiction” and has responsibility for traffic infractions, certain civil matters, and misdemeanor criminal offenses in the county’s unincorporated areas, cities that contract with the court, and for the adjudication of “state” offenses (violations of state statute in the county or when the arresting agency is the Washington State Patrol or other state law enforcement agency). The King County District Court is the largest court of limited jurisdiction in the State, providing District Court services to more than 1.8 million King County residents.  The county has as adopted policy that the county, under state law, is a unified, countywide district court.  Nevertheless, the county has adopted electoral divisions to allow for a more “local” election of judges.  The court currently has 25 judges that operate out of five divisions at multiple locations throughout the county.  The court processes more than a quarter million new filings per year in addition to a significant number of pending open cases from previous years.

Under state law, incorporated cities can operate courts of limited jurisdiction to enforce city ordinances.  However, state statute also allows cities to contract with the District Court to provide local city court services.  Presently, many cities choose to provide court services through a municipal court—separate from the county’s District Court system.  However, 13 cities currently contract with King County for District Court services and plan on continuing to contract with the county (12 cities for full court services since 2006 and one new city—Auburn—since August 2012).
The Court Planning Efforts
The court’s current arrangements with cities for municipal court services have come about as consequence of significant changes within the court and its relations with the cities.  On February 14, 2003, the Executive sent notification to all contract cities that the county would not extend the current court contract past 2004, due to budgetary considerations.  The Executive explained that the county was taking the action of terminating the city contracts because of the county’s overall fiscal problems, and because of county Current Expense “subsidy” of the contract cities.

After notification of the pending contract termination, the council requested that the executive reconsider this decision and embarked upon a review of the actual costs and workload of the court.  The resulting study did conclude that a subsidy did exist, albeit, smaller than that identified by the executive.  Based on the identification of the “city subsidy” the executive entered into negotiations with the contract cities to modify the revenue sharing formula to reduce or eliminate the subsidy.
In February 2006, the King County Council adopted Ordinance 15380 establishing a long-term interlocal agreement for cities to contract for local court services.  The agreement created a long-term arrangement that allows the county to recover its costs, while supporting the District Court’s Operational Master Plan policies to provide municipal court services (adopted as Ordinance 15195).  Twelve cities have contracted for court services under this agreement since 2006 (the Cities of Beaux Arts Village, Bellevue, Burien, Carnation, Covington, Duvall, Kenmore, Redmond, Sammamish, Shoreline, Skykomish, and Woodinville).  In 2012, the City of Auburn re-examined how it was providing municipal court services and decided to discontinue its city-run court and contract with the District Court instead.  Part of the agreement is that the District Court will use existing city court facilities for the hearing of city-related cases/calendars. 
ANALYSIS:
The proposed lease will allow the District Court to operate from 12,400 square feet of space located at the existing Auburn Justice Center at no cost to the County.  These spaces are already configured for court operations.  Auburn is the first city to join the agreement since 2006 and the Auburn City Council has already approved the agreement for court services and this lease.  The proposed lease will end on December 31, 2016, with the option of a 5-year extension from January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2021.
REASONABLENESS:
The proposed lease of court facilities for the District Court will be mutually beneficial to both King County and the City of Auburn.  The county will have the ability to fulfill long term policy goals for expanding court contracts and the provision of District Court services at city facilities in Auburn will benefit those who will use the court. The proposal would appear to be a reasonable business and policy decision.  
INVITED:

· Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget (PSB)
· Kathy Brown, Director, FMD
· The Honorable Corinna Harn, Presiding Judge, District Court
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0276
2. Executive Transmittal Letter, dated July 25, 2012
3. Fiscal Note
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