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December 14, 2012

The Honorable Larry Gossett

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett: 

I am pleased to transmit the Medic One/Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 2014-2019 Strategic Plan and accompanying ordinance to the King County Council for your review and adoption. 
The current Medic One/EMS levy is scheduled to expire December 31, 2013.  King County Ordinance 15862 created the EMS Advisory Task Force to develop “interjurisdictional agreement on an updated EMS strategic plan and financing package for the next levy funding period.”  Comprised of leaders and decision makers from throughout the region, the Task Force worked collectively with EMS Stakeholders for over nine months to assess the needs of the system and develop recommendations to direct the system into the future.  

The enclosed Medic One/Emergency Medical Services 2014-2019 Strategic Plan is the outcome of this productive regional discussion, and outlines how the region will execute the operational and financial recommendations endorsed by the EMS Advisory Task Force on July 26, 2012. 
The proposal builds on key services from the current levy, decreases expenditure levels as appropriate and incorporates more services into a lower expense amount than if 2008-2013 operations were continued into the 2014-2019 levy period.  The Medic One/EMS levy will need to be reauthorized in 2013.  The proposed levy rate of 33.5 cents/$1,000 Assessed Valuation means that the average homeowner will pay approximately $107 a year in 2014 for highly trained medical personnel to arrive within minutes of an emergency, any time of day or night, no matter where in King County – this is $3 less than the average homeowner paid in 2008 for these same services.  
The Medic One/EMS 2014-2019 Strategic Plan meets King County’s mission and guiding principles of providing fiscally responsible, quality driven local and regional services, and requiring accountability, innovation, professionalism and results.  It also aligns with King County’s goal of containing increases to CPI and population growth – in fact, the proposed plan represents an average increase per year of less than 3%, which is less than the King County goal.  Additionally, because EMS responses are distributed throughout the region based on service criteria, areas with economic challenges are provided the same level of service as areas with economic prosperity.  This ensures access to health and human services and furthers King County’s Equity and Social Justice Program.  The Plan was developed with the assistance of Public Health – Seattle & King County’s EMS division program managers.  The cost of designing, writing and editing the report is approximately $34,500 in staff hours.

For over 30 years, the region has worked together to create a system with patient outcomes that people from all corners of the world seek to replicate.  This speaks to the strength of its partnerships, and the ability for King County jurisdictions to collectively recognize these regional benefits, and consider needs beyond their local boundaries and interests.   I want to thank all those who worked diligently to develop this well-balanced package which supports the paramedic, fire department and regional programs that comprise the outstanding EMS system in King County.

Thank you for your prompt consideration of the Medic One/Emergency Medical Services 
2014-2019 Strategic Plan.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jim Fogarty, Emergency Medical Services Division Director, at 206-263-8579.  

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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