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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:                    2     
DATE: 

August 19, 2004
PROPOSED ORDINANCE   2004-0230
PREPARED BY: 
Clifton Curry
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with Immigration and Customs Enforcement allowing the sheriff's office to participate in a joint task force.
SUMMARY: The King County Sheriff’s Office is requesting authority to participate in operations with the federal Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  The Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s Office of Customs Investigations has requested the sheriff's participation in a multi-jurisdictional currency/narcotics investigations task force—“Operation Money Grab.”   The federal government will reimburse some costs and provide the county with a share of forfeited assets.
Background.  This ICE task force has been initiated due to the increase in the amount of British Columbia marijuana (BC bud) smuggled through western Washington and King County.  The federal government has estimated that 60% of the marijuana entering the U.S. at the Canadian border is tied to criminal organizations in the King County and Seattle metropolitan area.  According to federal authorities, the increase in drug smuggling has also included significant increases in illegal international currency smuggling.  The “Operation Money Grab” task force will concentrate its enforcement efforts on the criminal organizations that facilitate the movement of illegal narcotics into Washington State and smuggled currency back to Canada.
According to federal sources, narcotic/currency laundering investigations are a very productive means of law enforcement, however they necessitate a strong working relationship between federal, state and local law enforcement agencies to ensure the maximum benefit of investigative efforts.  The opportunities for successful investigations in this region will be improved through a partnership with federal agencies and the Sheriff’s Office.  Similar task force operations have demonstrated that the sharing of information and human resources is crucial for the successful apprehension, conviction and the dismantling of major drug and money laundering organizations.

The existing task force consists of nine federal Customs Enforcement agents, a Seattle Police detective and a Renton Police Detective.  The addition of a King County Sheriff’s Office detective is consistent with the drug enforcement strategy of the Sheriff’s Office and would benefit the multi-jurisdictional task force. The task force is currently supervised by a customs enforcement supervisor and housed in federal ICE offices.  
Under the provisions of this proposed interlocal agreement, all agencies participating in the task force will receive a share of the assets seized and forfeited under existing drug forfeiture statutes.  Additionally, the federal government will reimburse the King County Sheriff's Office for any overtime expenses incurred for investigations directly related to work performed up to a $13,000 maximum per fiscal year per officer assigned, with a maximum of $50,000 over the life of the operation.  The agreement runs through the end of the Federal Fiscal Year—September 30, 2005.  This agreement is similar to other existing task force agreements. The proposed ordinance and agreement, if approved, will allow the Sheriff's Office to participate in this task force.

ATTENDING:
Chief Pat Lee, Criminal Investigation Division, King County Sheriff’s Office

ATTACHMENTS: 

1.  Executive Letter of Transmittal

2.  Proposed Ordinance 2004-0230
3.  Agreement

