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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0075 would approve the City of Black Diamond (“City”) 2008 Water System Plan (“Water Plan”).
SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for: operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage,
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code Chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.
UTRC ANALYSIS OF CITY OF BLACK DIAMOND WATER SYSTEM PLAN

In June of 2009, the UTRC reviewed the City's Water Plan and found it met the requirements of King County Code Chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Water Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below:
Service Area - The City’s service area is located in the southern part of King County, mostly within the City limits or its potential annexation area, with a small portion in rural King County.  The estimated population was 4,120 in 2007.  The City currently serves 846 active connections, with 94 percent of those connections being for single family residences.  In recent years there have not been many new connections to the City’s water system.  Several large development proposals led the City to enact a development moratorium so it could evaluate and update its development regulations.  The City has proposed modifying its service area from that identified in the South King County Coordinated Water System Plan (“CWSP”).  The only adjacent water system of any size is the Covington Water District to the northwest.

The City currently does not have a franchise to operate in unincorporated King County.  A proposed condition of this ordinance is that the City initiate actions to obtain a franchise.  The City is agreeable to this condition. 

Water Use Efficiency - The City’s water comes from two sources: the Black Diamond Springs and an intertie
 with the City of Tacoma.  Annual average daily demand (water consumed) for June 2006 to May 2007 was 215,568 gallons per day (“gpd”), with maximum daily demand estimated to be approximately twice that amount.  The City’s average water use per equivalent residential unit in 2003 was 220 gpd.  The City’s proposed efficiency goals are to reduce per capita consumption by one percent annually over the first six years of the Water Plan and to improve metering to collect accurate supply and demand data and accurately measure any lost or unaccounted-for water.  To that end, the City has adopted new water user rates with a tiered rate structure.  The City is in substantial compliance with the Washington State Department of Health’s Water Use Efficiency Rule.

Capital Improvement Plan - The Water Plan contains an ambitious six-year capital improvement plan with the cost estimated to be approximately $18.8 million.  The City proposes three funding sources for the proposed improvement projects: development, connection charges, and rates.  Development is projected to pay the bulk of the costs for the program.  Total water revenues for the City from January 2007 through November 2007 were $5,867,602.

Reclaimed Water and Regional Planning - Because of its current size, the City is not required to evaluate reclaimed water opportunities under state statute.  Nonetheless, the City is actively exploring the option of using reclaimed water.  The City has entered into preliminary discussions with King County regarding the possibility of construction of a reclaimed water plant within the City.  The City has participated in regional water supply efforts, including the development of the South King County CWSP.

SEPA - The City completed a State Environmental Policy Act checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance for the issuance of the Plan on March 31, 2009.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0075
�  An interconnection between public water systems.
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