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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee
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	Date:
	August 22, 2023




SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the Lake Meridian Water District Water Comprehensive Plan dated April 2023.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0246 would approve the Lake Meridian Water District Water Comprehensive Plan, meeting the requirement for utilities that are special purpose districts created pursuant to Title 57 RCW. 

BACKGROUND 

[bookmark: _Hlk64374122]The Lake Meridian Water District (District) was originally formed in the early 1960s as King County Water District No. 111. On January 1, 2019, the District changed its name from King County Water District No. 111 to Lake Meridian Water District.[footnoteRef:1] The District’s Retail Service Area covers approximately 4,550 acres in the Lake Meridian area and includes portions of Auburn, Kent, Covington, and unincorporated King County. [1:  Ordinance 18714] 


The previous water system plan update was approved in 2016 by King County Ordinance 18437.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing, and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

Additionally, King County has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that includes policies that address water policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and protection of water resources.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE LAKE MERIDIAN WATER DISTRICT WATER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATED APRIL 2023

The UTRC finalized its review of the Lake Meridian Water District Water Comprehensive Plan (Plan) in May 2023 (see Attachment 5 to this staff report for a more detailed description of the UTRC review). The UTRC found that the Plan meets the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval. Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area: The Lake Meridian Water District's Retail Service Area covers approximately 4,550 acres in the Lake Meridian area and includes portions of Auburn, Kent, Covington, and unincorporated King County. The District’s Retail Service Area extends beyond its current corporate boundaries. As of December 2019, the District had 5,992 water meters with the majority serving single-family residences.

Supply: The District currently has four active wells and three wells placed in emergency status. The District holds certified water rights to annually withdraw a total of 2,204 acre-feet (1.97 MGD) of groundwater with a maximum instantaneous withdrawal of 1,925 gpm (2.77 MGD). In addition to the groundwater wells, the District purchases water from the Covington Water District.

The UTRC determined that the Plan demonstrates the ability of the Lake Meridian Water District to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.

Growth: As of December 2019, the District had 5,992 water meters with the majority serving single-family residences. The Plan incorporates zoning and growth targets consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and the cities of Auburn, Kent, and Covington.

The Lake Meridian Water District Water Comprehensive Plan demonstrates that the District is able to accommodate both the growth in population and demand within its service area. 

System Improvements: The Plan contains three categories of capital improvements with the projects totaling approximately $61 million over the 20-year planning period. The District identified multiple funding sources for the proposed improvement projects including water sales, connection charges, developer extensions, bonds, and a state loan. While the District’s existing rates are adequate to cover operating expenses and debt repayment obligations for 2022, rate increases will be needed to keep up with increasing operating costs, cover new debt service, and expand system reinvestment to fund longer-term needs.

SEPA: The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency, issued a Determination of Nonsignificance for the issuance of the Plan on March 7, 2023. There were no appeals.

AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 is a technical amendment that would correct the reference to the Plan as a water comprehensive plan. 

INVITED

· Dan Cardwell, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2023-0246 (and its attachments)
2. Amendment 1
3. Transmittal Letter
4. Fiscal Note
5. UTRC Matrix
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