Violent Crimes Review Team

MISSION

The mission of the Violent Crimes Review Team is to complete the investigative process and review of female homicides and missing persons.  This will include identifying four remaining unidentified victims, reviewing scene searches, and conducting a thorough review of all of the evidence and documentation related to the information gathered during the Green River investigation.  

OBJECTIVES
Administrative Process:

1. Complete the remaining Ridgway specific tips.  

2. Maintain the public disclosure filing.   

3. Complete the follow up reports regarding unsolved female murder homicides.

4. Create and maintain a manageable timeline of Ridgway’s activities for information sharing with outside agencies.

5. Obtain transcripts for each individual case for filing.  

6. Review of the Ridgway interview tapes.

7. Review documentation gathered during the Green River investigation that may lead to unsolved homicides.

Timeline: Items 1 – 4: Worked on as time allows with an anticipated completion date of January 2006.  Items 5 – 6:  Complete tasks by March 2005. The public disclosure is an on-going process.

Evidentiary Process:

1. Determine whether additional forensic tests shall be conducted.  The results of these tests may lead to identifying additional victims and /or suspects.

2. Establish a DNA STR profile of all unidentified victims.  These profiles can be searched nationwide for a possible “half hit.”  The potential hit would likely be a parent or child of one of the unidentified remains and lead us to their identity.  

3. Review evidence to determine if any exists that can be returned to family members, released, or destroyed.  This would include found property reports in which property has been retained.

Timeline:  Determine status of evidence that can be released by December 2005. Evidence will be released or destroyed as soon as possible. Evidence that warrants further testing will be sent to the lab as soon as possible.  More work may be created depending on the outcome of the lab tests.  Establish DNA STR profile by January of 2005.

Crime Scene Process:

1. Evaluate each search site for possibility of additional human remains.

2. No new search sites have been identified.  The Pierce County Sheriff’s Office has requested our assistance.  Legal issues regarding our involvement are being discussed.

*The possibility exists of conducting another search of the KDM site (Jane Doe bones 20).  The intent of this search would be to discover additional remains more suited to yielding a DNA STR profile.  


Timeline:  Complete searches by September 2005.  

Victimology:

1. Identify missing persons in and around King County.

2. Identify and catalog unsolved female homicides in and around King County.

3. Attempt to identify remains of four unidentified victims.

4. Coordinate with outside agencies in tracking female homicides and missing persons cases and obtaining current data.

Timeline:  On going with a tentative completion date of January 2006.

Ridgway:

1. Formulate a strategy to conduct follow up contacts with Ridgway in prison.  

2. These contacts should include additional interviews regarding information that has surfaced since his incarceration. 

This task will be on going.  The first contact should be made by December 2004.  Subsequent to that contact a determination can be made to its usefulness.

Outside Agencies:

Our involvement with outside agencies has been limited to those within King County.  Once legal issues have been resolved we will be able to assist outside agencies when requested.
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