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SUBJECT: An ordinance relating to traffic control, prohibiting parking on residential streets near Bothell High School during certain hours, and amending Ordinance 5292, Schedule 16.

SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2004-0229 (packet, Attachment 1) bans parking during the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on school days only, near Bothell Senior High School along the following county roads: a portion of 91st Avenue NE, a portion of 92nd Avenue NE, and a portion of NE 175th Street (see vicinity map in Attachment B to the proposed ordinance).

Proposed Ordinance 2004-0229 also amends King County Traffic Code Schedule 16, adding portions of 91st Avenue NE, 92nd Avenue NE, and NE 175th Streets to the list of streets where stopping, standing and parking are prohibited during specified hours.

BACKGROUND: Although Bothell High School is within Bothell City limits, the residential area that would be affected by this proposed ordinance is located in unincorporated King County.  The neighborhood, represented by the West Hill Homeowner’s Association (WHHA), contacted the Road Services Division regarding this issue, and requested the installation of new “No Parking” signage.  The initial request for the parking restriction was submitted to the King County Road Services Division in June 2003, with the petition filed at the end of July 2003.   

Petitions signed by 96 percent (53 of 55) of the households in the affected area have requested a parking ban during school days because of problems resulting from the high number of students parking in the neighborhood.  Attachment B to Proposed Ordinance 2004-0229 titled “Background Information” includes comments, a vicinity map, photographs of the neighborhood streets, and copies of the signed petitions.  Concerns from the community have been focused on increased littering, loitering, and vandalism problems as a result of the increased student parking.  In addition, parking conditions have caused concern for the safety of students and other pedestrians in the neighborhood who have limited visibility crossing the street.  Furthermore, the high number of vehicles parked in the neighborhood has effectively reduced some streets to one lane, restricting emergency and life safety vehicle access. 

The parking problem in this neighborhood has been prevalent for some time.  According to the Road Services Division, the “No Parking” designation during specific school hours has proven to be effective at solving similar problems at other locations.  The neighborhood just north of this area filed a petition for parking restrictions, for similar reasons, in 2001.  The Council passed ordinance 14186 to enforce the “No Parking” restrictions in that area.
From a policy perspective, the County has generally posted “No Parking” signs when desired by a majority of residents.  Parking problems around high schools are common.  Generally, such restrictions should consider the issue of “pushing the problem” to other nearby streets, as is evident in this case.  The City of Bothell has already implemented parking restrictions in the areas around Bothell High School within the Bothell City limits.  It is the Roads Services Division’s opinion that the proposed parking restriction on these roads will be an effective measure for the residents while not likely to displace the parking problem elsewhere.  The expenditures for installing and maintaining the restrictive parking signs can be seen in the Fiscal Note, attached to the proposed ordinance.  Once the signs have been installed, education and enforcement will be necessary to ensure compliance.  

Proposed Ordinance 2004-0229 has an associated advertising requirement of 10 days prior to holding a public hearing.  Therefore, if the Committee decides to act on this legislation today, the soonest the full Council would be able to hold a public hearing on this would be Monday, May 12, 2004.  

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2004-0229 with Attachments

2. Map with respective parcels of residents who signed the       
petition



ATTENDING:
Kevin Chang, King County Road Services Division
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