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March 18, 2011
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

I am pleased to transmit for your review and consideration, a proposed amendment to King County Code (K.C.C.) Title 23 to allow use of the Abatement Fund to pay for legal costs related to abatement and code enforcement activities by the Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES).  
DDES is a “self-supporting” regulatory agency receiving revenue primarily from permit fees.  Unlike most building departments in other local governments in this region, DDES receives essentially no general fund revenue to subsidize expenses.  Code enforcement is the one area that is entirely supported from county general fund revenue. 
The proposed ordinance clarifies the authority of DDES to pay for a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney (DPA) from the Abatement Fund.  This position has been entirely supported by the General Fund in past years; however, it was eliminated in the 2011 Adopted Budget.  If the ordinance is adopted, DDES would pay for this position from the Abatement Fund in 2011.  The 1st Omnibus of 2011 restores the FTE and budget authority in the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office (PAO) needed for the position.
PAO support for code enforcement and abatement work recovers King County costs through judgments, settlements, and tax liens.  DDES estimates that the revenue generated by the DPA exceeds the cost of the attorney providing this service.  In recent years, the total cost of abatement work and administration has exceeded total revenue to the Abatement Fund and the fund balance has been declining.  DDES plans to focus on collections and limiting abatement work in 2011 to bring the revenues and expenditures of the Abatement Fund into balance.
If you have any questions about this proposed ordinance, please contact John Starbard, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services, at 206-296-6700, or via e-mail at john.starbard@kingcounty.gov.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:   Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff




   Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget


Lauren Smith, Land Use and Unincorporated Area Relations Manager

John Starbard, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services

The Honorable Dan Satterberg, King County Prosecuting Attorney

Darren Carnell, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
