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 RULES AMENDMENT ORDINANCE – SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS

	SECTION
	TECHNICAL
	REFLECTING ACTUAL PRACTICE/EXTENSION OF RULE

	1

Rule 1

Definitions
	
	Adds definition of “administrative committee”. Acknowledges that the Employment Committee and Legislative Steering Committee do not follow rules of standing committees

	2

Rule 2

Powers and duties of the chair
	Directs chair to provide copies of official communications from other elected officials to members.  (Currently codified in Rule 8C)
	-Changes number of members necessary to appeal a ruling of the Chair on point of order, inquiry or information:
D. Two members are necessary (to reflect smaller Council)
-Clarifies that when an objection to a referral is made and sustained by a majority of the members present:
      E.  next referral is then made by the chair, subject to objection


	4

Rule 4

Meetings
	C.  moves requirement of meeting recording keeping to Rule 24

E.  deletes restatement of reasons for executive sessions as found in RCW 42.30.
	D.  permits continuance of meeting to another date as permitted by RCW 42.30


	SECTION
	TECHNICAL
	REFLECTING ACTUAL PRACTICE/EXTENSION OF RULE

	5

Rule 5

Agenda
	Cleans up language


	A.4:  Moves Special items before Reports of  special and outside committees

A. 8, 10, 15 and 16: Deletes “introduction” in section heading.  Reflects Charter that introduction occurs at time introduction slip filed with clerk

	6

Rule 6

Standing committees
	Corrects grammar and formatting.

C.  Reflects that it is committee’s recommendation (and not legislation) which must be filed with clerk
	

	7

Rule 7

Regional committees
	
	E.  clarifies that under Charter, time for regional committee review can be jointly established by committee and council

	8

Rule 8

Indication of new and deleted matter in ordinances
	
	A.  requires that section of ordinance to be amended be set forth in full (moved from Rule 16.C)
C. deletes direction to chair to circulate communications from other elected officials (moved to Rule 2)


	SECTION
	TECHNICAL
	REFLECTING ACTUAL PRACTICE/EXTENSION OF RULE

	9

Rule 9

Introduction of proposed ordinances and motions
	
	B.  clarifies that legislation is placed on agenda for first reading and referral

	10

Rule 10

Public hearing and second reading
	
	Clarifies that a public hearing is required for ordinances

	11

Rule 11

Notice – public hearing on proposed ordinance
	
	Clarifies that notice must be provided as required in the King County Code and state law

	12

Rule 12

Notice – police and sanitary regulations
	
	Clarifies that notice of ordinances establishing police or sanitary regulation may set ordinance out in full OR by summary

	13

Rule 13

Recalling ordinances or motions from committees
	
	Clarifies that the action of taking legislation from committee for action by council is called “relieving” committee

Clarifies that number of members necessary to relieve committee is five


	SECTION
	TECHNICAL
	REFLECTING ACTUAL PRACTICE/EXTENSION OF RULE

	14

Rule 14

Adoption by consent
	
	Adds language that permits the use of consent agenda in committee meetings

	16

Rule 16

Amendments
	
	C.  Moved to Rule 8

C.1.a.  Recognizes that there may be amendments to attachments

C.2.  Clarifies the order of taking up amendments  

	20

Rule 20

Final passage of legislation
	
	A.1.  Acknowledges that  state law may require a different number of affirmative votes to pass legislation

-Clarifies number of members necessary to

 
-adopt an ordinance is 5

-adopt an ordinance or motion dealing with countywide plan or policy from the regional committee when the regional committee fails to act timely or the legislation has been changed is 6

-enact an emergency ordinance is 6

-override a veto is 6

	21

Rule 21

Reconsideration
	Reorders subsections to clarify processes on reconsideration
	A.  Clarifies the process on postponement of consideration of a motion for reconsideration

     A.  Council votes to postpone to next Council meeting 

	23

Rule 23

Lapse and reintroduction of legislation
	
	Clarifies the rules for lapse of legislation 

	24

Rule 24

Public record of council meeting
	
	Clarifies that record of proceeds is an electronic record and the retention schedule for those recordings


	SECTION
	TECHNICAL
	REFLECTING ACTUAL PRACTICE/EXTENSION OF RULE

	27

Rule 27

Parliamentary rules
	
	Specifies that the most-current version of Roberts’ Rules of Order will guide the Council on procedural questions

	31

Rule 31

Legal signature
	
	Clarifies that only chair or vice-chair may sign official documents
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