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SUBJECT  

Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Year in Review
BACKGROUND

The standing committees of the King County Council consider and make recommendations on specific policy areas. The committees hear and act on legislation, as well as receive briefings on matters related to issues that may come before the Council. Briefings are intended to inform members on particular policy matters and help prepare members for their discussions and decision making. 

The Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee considers and makes recommendations on polices related to law, safety, criminal justice and emergency management programs including those related to public safety; public health programs; human services programs. The committee also considers the implementation of labor agreements related to the above areas.
In 2014, the Law, Justice, Health, and Human Services Committee: 
· Met 20 times (including today)
· Acted on 69 pieces of legislation (ordinances and motions), including seven labor agreements covering over 1,000 county employees
· Held 38 briefings
The Law, Justice, Health, and Human Services Committee engaged on several key policy areas including: 

· Emergency Management - The committee received ten detailed briefings from staff on emergency management and regional preparedness matters. The majority of briefings focused on the council’s monitoring of the Emergency Support Function plans which provide the structure for coordinating interagency support for a response to an incident.
· Noise Code – Legislation resulting from a year-long effort to overhaul the county’s noise code and improve its clarity, effectiveness and enforceability will be heard in Committee on December. 9. The proposed ordinance would give the Sheriff and Department of Permitting and Environmental Review easier to enforce provisions related to public disturbances and construction noise, among other things.

· Safety of Newborn Children Task Force legislation was passed earlier this year calling for a task force to address issues that improve awareness in King County of the Washington state Safety of Newborn Children law. The recommendations of the task force will be heard in in committee on December 9.
· Housing and Homelessness - The committee monitored the County’s investments in the Homeless Youth & Young Adult Initiative and followed continuing improvements to the Safe Harbors Homeless Management Information System; the County’s pilot Rapid Rehousing initiative to help people quickly find safe, permanent housing; and the ongoing efforts of the Committee to End Homelessness in King County. The Safe Harbors Homeless Management Information Systems Proviso response was adopted as part of the committee’s work in 2014.
· Citizen’s Committee on Independent Oversight - Established new requirements for the Citizen’s Committee on Independent Oversight. Additionally, the committee confirmed appointments of individuals to serve on the Citizen’s Committee on Independent Oversight.
· Incarcerated Veterans - The committee adopted a motion requiring that the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention develop a report and plan for improving programs and services for veterans who are incarcerated.
· Human Trafficking – Legislation calling for the Executive to combat human trafficking and the commercial sexual exploitation of children through the development and placement of human trafficking outreach information in certain locations across King County including county facilities. The committee also passed a motion urging the Washington state Legislature to enact legislation that supported efforts to combat human trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation.
In addition the committee heard briefings on such topics as:

· Courts, Sheriff, and Prosecutor Office operations
· The county’s mental health system

· Operations of the Crisis Solutions Center, mobile crisis teams, and crisis intervention training for law enforcement

· Implementation of I-502, the state’s recreational marijuana system 

· Reentry 
· Rapid rehousing
· Implementation of I-502 (Recreational Marijuana)
· The Homelessness One Night Count

One area of specific note is that this committee is the only one to generate legislation addressing its assigned Strategic Innovation Priority (SIP). By way of background, in early 2014, the Council delegated six high priority strategic issue areas to standing committees for development of innovations to address the issues. The Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee was designated as the committee responsible to address the increasing demands on the mental health fund. 
The committee focused its attention on issues and opportunities around demands on the mental health fund over the course of the year, resulting in Motion 14225, which utilizes an existing task force convened to develop sustainable solutions to the psychiatric boarding crisis, to also review and recommend short- and long-term sustainable solutions for prevention, early intervention and least-restrictive alternatives for individuals in mental health and substance abuse crisis. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7]
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