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Metropolitan King County Council

Budget & Fiscal Management Committee

	Agenda Item No.:
	4
	
	Date:
	November 12, 2003

	Proposed No.:
	2003-0463
	
	Prepared By:
	Polly St. John


STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:
AN ORDINANCE that, if approved, would increase animal control fees in seven categories and would add three new categories, amending King County Code 11.04.035.
SUMMARY:
Animal control fees are assessed on animal owners, handlers, and proprietors to cover a portion of the various costs associated with animal control functions.  The Executive proposed budget for Records, Elections and Licensing Services (REALS) assumes $474,531 in new revenues from increases to some current fees and new fees related to animal control functions.

BACKGROUND:
The King County Code sets license fees and penalties in K.C.C. 11.04.035.  The code currently lists 34 fee categories.  The executive proposal would increase fees in seven categories and would add three new categories.  
ANALYSIS:
Although fees do not cover all animal control costs, the executive is estimating that the proposed increases would allow for an approximate 90% cost recovery for services.  From the jurisdictional comparison table, Attachment 7, other jurisdictions (for which data was available) assume cost recovery of 33% to 51%.  The table below shows cost recovery rates for 2002 and 2003, as well as estimated 2004 recovery rates with and without the proposed fee increases.  The amount of CX subsidy without the fee increases would be $841.203.

	ANIMAL CONTROL COST RECOVERY 
	
	

	
	2002 Actual
	2003 
Budgeted
	2004 Proposed
	2004 Proposed w/o Fee Increases

	Expenditures*
	3,449,839 
	3,363,380 
	3,673,875 
	3,673,875 

	Revenues
	2,409,331 
	2,814,861
	3,307,203 
	2,832,672 

	Cost Recovery*
	69.8%
	83.7%
	90%
	77.1%

	CX Subsidy
	1,040,508 
	548,519 
	366,672 
	841,203 


*Some administrative expenditure assumptions were adjusted as a result of the reorganization of LARS to REALS

Attachment 6 shows a fee history for 2002 fees, 2003 fees, and the 2004 fee proposal.  The requested fee amounts would increase by 3.28% over the previous year.  Most collected fees are deposited into common revenue accounts.  The 2004 proposed budget assumes $3,307,203 in total animal control revenues.  

The revenue estimates per fee provided below are based on projections on the number of requests for services.  

· $360,581---Increase license fee for altered pets from $17 to $20  

· $  25,000---Increase license fee for unaltered pets from $55 to $60

· $    8,000---Increase senior citizen lifetime cat license from $12 to $20 (to match senior dog)

· $    5,000---Increase late penalty for payments from $10 to $15

· $       450---Increase spay or neuter deposit from $35 to $50

· $  35,500---Increase impound/redemption fees from $30 to $45 for 1st offense and



 Increase impound/redemption fees from $60 to $85 for 2nd offense

· $  10,000---New fee---$20 fee for unlicensed owner-released pets (deceased or released)

· $    5,000---New fee---$20 fee for owner requested euthanasia

· $  25,000---New fee---$25 fee for micro-chipping adopted pets

$474,531

Per King County Code 4.04.075, a fiscal note outlining the fiscal impact of this legislation is required and is attached.  A regulatory note giving an overview of the increases was also included with the transmitted legislation and is attached.  
Reasonableness:  
Section 410 of the King County Charter requires a balanced budget.  Approval of Proposed Ordinance 2003-0463 would provide the necessary revenues to support the executive proposed 2004 budget.  Should the council chose not to increase some or all of these fees, the budget would need to be reduced accordingly unless other revenue sources are identified.
INVITED:

· Dean Logan, Director, Records, Elections and Licensing Services (REALS)

· Sean Bouffiou, Finance and Human Resources Administrator, REALS

· Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget
ATTACHMENTS:  
1. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0463

2. Transmittal letter, dated October 13, 2003

3. Fiscal Note

4. Regulatory Note

5. Hearing Notice

6. Fee History
7. Jurisdictional Comparison

6:13 PM
11/10/2003
1

_919829133

