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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0074 would approve the Ames Lake Water Association (“Association”) 2008 Water System Plan (“Water Plan”).

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for: operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans;

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan;

· reflects current supply and demand;

· forecasts future supply and demand; 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage;

· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code Chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE AMES LAKE WATER ASSOCIATION’S WATER SYSTEM PLAN

In June 2009, the UTRC reviewed the Association's Water Plan and found it met the requirements of King County Code Chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Water Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below:
Service Area - The Association’s service area is located in an unincorporated part of eastern King County and is almost entirely residential in nature.  The Association is bounded by an area served by City of Carnation’s water system to the east, the Nestle Regional Training Center to the northeast, an area served by the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District to the west and south, and an area served by the Fall City Water District to the southeast.  Virtually all of the connections are single-family residences; there are only two commercial connections.  As of December 2006, total membership in the Association was 1,159, with 1,052 of those members being active water users In December 2007, the total number of connections grew to 1,067.  The Association does not have any interties
 at present, although it is pursuing an intertie with the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District, one that would also permit the conveying of water from Seattle Public Utilities (“SPU”).

Water Use Efficiency - The Association uses water produced from seven wells located in two well fields.  Average daily production in 2007 was 226,154 gallons, with 204,421 gallons used consumptively.   The Association’s average water use per equivalent residential unit was 192 gallons per day.  The Association is a member of the East King County Regional Water Association (“EKCRWA”) and is participating in the EKCRWA’s water conservation programs and, through the EKCRWA, in the Central Puget Sound Water Suppliers Forum.  The Association’s conservation efforts have been quite successful and produced rates of water use equal to or better than those of other water systems in the general vicinity.  The Association is in compliance with the Washington State Department of Health’s Water Use Efficiency Rule.

Capital Improvement Plan - The Plan contains a six-year capital improvement plan (“CIP”) with the cost estimated to be approximately $1,486,500.  The Association proposes to fund the CIP projects with funds from its Operating Fund as well as withdrawals from its Amortization and Depreciation Fund.  The Association’s Board projects the need for a rate increase in 2012 to bring operating revenues in line with costs.  Projected total revenues for the Association in 2009 are $1,398,731.

Reclaimed Water and Regional Planning - The Association neither collects nor treats wastewater.  All wastewater in the Association’s service area is treated by on-site septic systems.  The Association did not identify any opportunities for the use of reclaimed water.  There are no large irrigators within the Association’s service area apart from individual landowners, so there are apparently few opportunities for the use of reclaimed water.  The Association took part in the development of the EKCRWA Water System Plan and is an associate member of the EKCRWA, which coordinates water supply planning efforts for the region.

SEPA - The Association completed a State Environmental Policy Act (“SEPA”) checklist for the Water Plan and King County, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance for the issuance of the Plan on July 31, 2009.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0074
� An interconnection between public water systems. 
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