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SUBJECT: A MOTION authorizing the King County executive to accept a donation of twenty thousand dollars from Dick’s Drive-Ins.

SUMMARY:

Proposed Motion 2007-0531 would authorize the Executive to accept a donation of $20,000 from Dick’s Drive-Ins.  The co-founder of Dick’s Drive-In Restaurants is Richard Spady who is the sponsor King County Initiative 24: Easy Citizen Involvement (also known as the “Citizen Councilor” Initiative).  On September 7, 2007, Council adopted Initiative 24 that created a citizen councilor network led by a citizen councilor coordinator who will report to the County Auditor (Ordinance 15896).
When $10,000 in cash donations have been received by the county, the King County auditor shall authorize the citizen councilor coordinator to establish a telephone number, answering service and website to develop a list of the names, addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses of:

· Persons interested in serving as citizen councilors, citizen councilor communicators or conveners;

· Communicators, conveners and councilors in citizen councilor organizational groups; and
· Persons interested in making donations.

When a total of $20,000 in cash donations has been received by the county and at least one thousand people have signed up to participate as citizen councilors, the auditor shall initiate a communication process for the citizen councilor network.
Ordinance 15896 created a citizen councilor fund and made King County Treasury Operations the custodian of the fund.  The Executive has established this first tier trust fund and donations for the citizen councilor network will be placed in this fund.  Since the type of fund created by ordinance is a trust fund, there is not a need for a separate ordinance to appropriate citizen councilor donations (KCC 2.80.030). 
There is a need for Council to accept on behalf of King County gifts, bequests and donations of more than $2,000 by motion (K.C.C. 2.80.010).  Dick’s Drive-In Restaurants has graciously shown its support for the King County citizen councilor network by donated $20,000 to King County.  This generous gift will support program volunteers and the auditor’s office in establishing a telephone number, answering service and website for the citizen councilor network and initiating a communication process for the citizen councilor network.
Amendment:

A technical amendment to correct the adoption date of Ordinance 15896 is attached to this staff report.
Invited:

Richard Spady, Initiative 24: Easy Citizen Involvement Sponsor
Liz Dubois, Principal Management Auditor
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2. Proposed amendment
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