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Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee

REVISED STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5-14
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2006-0184; 2006-0214 through 2006-0222
	Date:
	May 9, 2006

	Attending
	Kevin Brown, Parks and Recreation Division Director


Revised Staff Report:  The Committee adopted the proposed striking amendment, which establishes the board membership at nine members, one per council district; eliminates reference to a single August 2006 report, leaving current levy language in place requiring reports each May through the expiration of the board in 2008; and eliminates language confirming all board nominees through the ordinance, with the effect that the Council will need to adopt separate motions for each of the nominees; the committee recommended adoption of the ordinance as revised.

SUBJECT: Creating a Parks Citizen Oversight Board

BACKGROUND:   The countywide Parks Levy (Ordinance 14586), supporting the county’s rural and regional parks, was approved in 2003 by the voters of King County.  The measure included a provision for a citizen oversight board, which was to receive reports from the Parks and Recreation Division regarding expenditure of levy proceeds.  The board was to consist of thirteen members representing each council district, nominated by councilmembers; the board was to expire in 2008.

In the interim, the council has undergone a reorganization, reducing the number of council districts from 13 to nine.  That transition introduced an inconsistency regarding the appropriate numbers and representation of board members; as a result, many council district representatives for the board were not named pending council reorganization.  

With the reorganization completed, the council is now in position to recommend board membership.  Proposed Ordinance 2006-0184 revises language of Ordinance 14586 to clarify representation on the Parks Levy Citizens Board, as follows:  one representative from each of the nine council districts, and four non-voting ‘at large’ members, who are park and recreation professionals.   The members are to be residents of King County, and may not be elected officials; membership is to be confirmed by the Council. The board is to review and report to the Executive and Council on the expenditure of levy proceeds by August 30, 2006.

Striking Amendment  

At the committee’s last review of this proposal on April 25, 2006, it was noted that further review by the Prosecuting Attorney’s office and the Council’s legal counsel was underway.  As a result of that review, a number of changes in the ordinance have been recommended, along with a recommendation for individual motions by which board members would be approved.  These changes are as follows:

	Parks Citizen Oversight Board:  Comparison of Original and Proposed Striker

	Issue Area
	Original Version
	Proposed Striking amendment

	· Number of Members
	13 members, including 4 ‘at-large’ parks professionals
	Nine members

	· Date and Regularity of Expenditure Reporting
	One report, August 2006
	Reports due each May, thru expiration of board, beginning 2005 (this is consistent with current levy language)

	· Confirmation of Nominees
	Proposed Ordinance confirms the entire group ‘en masse’, with attachment listing board members
	Nine separate motions confirming the board members, one per district


A striking amendment has been included in your packets, along with the necessary appointment motions, one for each district.  Appointment motions were prepared prior to final confirmation of district representation, so the individual names have not been included, pending completion of that process.  Executive staff has been working with council members to affirm their respective nominees to the board; for those where that affirmation has been achieved and the nominee has agreed to serve, striking amendments have been prepared to allow for amending the respective motions to add the name of the nominee.   
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