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Regional Policy Committee
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	Beth Mountsier



	Proposed Ordinance No.:
	2004-0184
	
	Date:
	April 7, 2004


SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE establishing the 2004 work program for the Regional Policy Committee of the King County Council.

BACKGROUND: 

Section 270 of the King County Charter includes specific language regarding the responsibilities and operation of the Regional Policy Committee of the Metropolitan King County Council.  Regional Policy is one of three committees formed when voters approved the merger of Metro (bus and wastewater treatment services) and King County.  The charter states:


Each regional committee shall develop, review and recommend ordinances and motions adopting, repealing, or amending county-wide policies and plans relating to the subject matter area for which a regional committee has been established.  The regional policies committee may, by majority vote, request that the county council assign to the committee proposed policies and plans concerning other regional issues including but not limited to public health, human services, regional services financial policies, criminal justice and jails, and regional facilities siting.


The metropolitan county council shall assign each such proposed ordinance or motion to a regional committee for review.

The Rules and Order of Business of the King County Council (KCC 1.24.065) further state and clarify that establishment of a work program serves as the basis for referral of legislation:
Regional policies work program.  The regional policies committee shall establish its subject matter through a work program adopted by ordinance by the council.  Once the work program is adopted, all regional policies and plans related to the subject matter must be referred to the committee by the council.

SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2004-0184 (Attachment 1) adopts a work program for the Regional Policy Committee thereby establishing the subject matter for referral of legislation on those subjects that are either countywide policies or plans.  The work program (and subject matter list) is Attachment A to the ordinance.  The list is based on proposed topics of interest to the committee members as expressed at the previous committee meeting in March, 2004.  

ACTION TAKEN:
At the April 7, 2004 Regional Policy Committee meeting the committee members revised Attachment A, Metropolitan King County Regional Policy Committee 2004 Work Program for the Committee, by removing the text under the priority issues for 2004: Health and Human Services and Solid Waste Comprehensive Management Plan and related matters.  Proposed Ordinance 2004-0184.2, with the amended Attachment A, passed with a Do Pass recommendation 10 to 0 with Councilmembers Hague and Steinbrueck excused.
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