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SUBJECT:  
AN ORDINANCE renaming the regional justice center the Norm Maleng Regional Justice Center as a memorial to the Honorable Norm Maleng, past King County Prosecutor.

BACKGROUND: 

In March of 1997, King County opened an important regional justice facility in the City of Kent.  This ordinance would rename the facility to the Norm Maleng Regional Justice Center. 

Norm Maleng was elected to the office of Prosecutor by the people of King County eight times.  As Prosecutor, Maleng served the King County justice system with exceptional distinction from 1979 until his untimely passing on May 24th of this year.  
Prosecutor Maleng had many accomplishments while in public office.  Among those included in his resume are:

· Creating a nationally recognized sexual assault prosecution unit; a specialized homicide investigation and prosecution unit, a victim assistance unit, and a comprehensive domestic violence protection unit including a system of advocacy for victims of domestic violence at the District courts throughout King County;
· Established Kids’ Court, which helps child victims of sexual abuse understand the courtroom;
· Established Drug Court, which offers first-time offenders an opportunity for a strict drug treatment program;

· Led legislative efforts resulting in state legislation that restored and expanded the crime victim compensation system and established the state’s presumptive sentencing system, which brought uniformity and certainty to the state’s criminal justice system;

· Chaired the Governor’s Task Force on Community Protection in 1989.  This Task Force’s recommendations were implemented into law and led to Washington’s laws regarding registration, notification, and civil commitment of sex offenders, becoming national models;

· Worked to pass the Becca bill in 1995, which re-enforced the state’s truancy laws and led the effort to pass the Juvenille Justice Act in 1997, which provides an improved framework to intervene in the life of a troubled youth;

· Led one of the largest law offices in the state with a total staff of over five hundred employees, including two hundred forty deputy prosecutors.
· Earned a degree in economics from the University of Washington in 1960 and a law degree from the University’s School of law in 1966 where he served as editor in chief of the law review.

· Served as staff attorney for the United States Senate Committee on Commerce and as a Lieutenant in the United States Army.
The Regional Justice Center serves the citizens of King County and houses several criminal justice agencies including the following:

· The Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention operates a secure detention facility for pre-trial and sentenced felons and misdemeanant inmates (including inmates from contract cities "south of I-90" and state Department of Corrections inmates).  The facility includes housing for an average daily population of 1,150 inmates and includes specialized programs for inmates with Co-Occurring Disorders (mentally ill and chemically dependent), vocational training, and pre-treatment readiness.  The facility also has a "intake, transfer, and release" component that receives offenders booked from south county law enforcement agencies and acts as the hub for the statewide system for transferring inmates to state facilities. 

· The Superior Court has over 20 courtrooms that hear criminal, civil, and family law cases.  Approximately 40 percent of the county's jury trials take place at the RJC.  The court also operates a specialized Drug Court and provides Unified Family Court services at the RJC.  To help these programs, the court operates the Bridges Drop-in Daycare center for children of litigants. 

· The Department of Judicial Administration operates full service support of Superior Court and litigants at the RJC. 

· The District Court conducts criminal, traffic, and civil jury trials at the RJC.  In addition, the court operates its Domestic Violence Court and a Re-Licensing Court programs at the RJC.  Court clerks support court operations and also provide Passport Acceptance services. 

· The Office of the Prosecuting Attorney also shares space at the RJC with criminal and civil deputy prosecuting attorneys in support of both the Superior and District Court. 

· The King County Law Library operates a full service law library at the RJC that is used by lawyers, litigants, and the public. 

· The King County Sheriff's Office's Criminal Investigations Division (detectives) provide countywide services from its headquarters at the RJC.

While King County Prosecutor Norm Maleng passed away on May 24, 2007 his contributions to the citizens of King County will remain with us.  It is fitting that this regional facility, which serves the principles Norm Maleng so upheld throughout his career, be named after him.

This ordinance would bestow honor on the memory of King County Prosecutor Norm Maleng.
INVITED: 
Dan Satterberg, King County Prosecuting Attorney
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2007-0389
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