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SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the King County Water District No. 123 Water System Plan for 2019.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2020-0194 would approve the Water System Plan for King County Water District 123 for 2019, meeting the requirement for utilities that are special purpose districts created pursuant to Title 57 RCW. 

BACKGROUND 

King County Water District 123 (District) is a Group A water system serving the unincorporated town of Preston. The town of Preston is located between Issaquah and North Bend in rural King County. The District provides primarily residential service with 76 residential connections and 8 non-residential connections. The previous water system plan is dated 1998 and was approved in 1998 by King County Ordinance 13209.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

Additionally, King County has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that includes policies that address water policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and protection of water resources.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF WATER DISTRICT 123 WATER SYSTEM PLAN 

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan in August 2019 (see Attachment 3 to this staff report for a more detailed description of the UTRC review). The UTRC found that the Plan meets the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval. Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area: King County Water District 123 (District) is a Group A water system serving the unincorporated town of Preston. The town of Preston is located between Issaquah and North Bend in rural King County. The District provides primarily residential service with 76 residential connections and 8 non-residential connections. The service area of the District will likely not be enlarged due to boundary limits set by the East
King County Coordinated Water System Plan; however, growth is expected within the retail service area. 

Supply: The District obtains its water from one groundwater well with a capacity of 200 gpm (gallons per minute) and utilizes an existing 80,000 gallon gravity flow concrete reservoir for equalizing and standby water storage. Additionally, the District maintains an intertie with a well privately operated by Talking Rain bottled water.

The UTRC determined that the Water System Plan for 2019 demonstrates the ability of King County Water District 123 to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.

Growth: As of 2019, the District served 76 residential connections and 8 non-residential connections; the water service connections equate to approximately 95 equivalent residential units (ERU). Production of water per ERU averaged 179 gallons per day (gpd) for the time period 2013 through 2017, with a peak of 210.7 gpd in 2017. Growth within the District's retail service area is anticipated from the development of the remaining vacant parcels or the subdivision of existing parcels. The reactivation of inactive connections or the conversion of residences served by private wells could also lead to some growth within the existing service area. The Water System Plan for 2019 demonstrates that the District is able accommodate the both the growth in population and demand within its service area. 

System Improvements: The Water System Plan for 2019 contains immediate capital improvements needed for the District. The District's existing reservoir is located on land leased from the Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and is accessed by a DNR road crossing several potentially salmon-bearing streams. Washington State Supreme Court ruling 17-269 requires the replacing of culverts that present any impediment to migratory salmon species. Due to the cost of such replacement, DNR has elected to remove the culverts under the reservoir access road completely, thereby eliminating vehicular access to the reservoir site for repair and maintenance. 

Additionally, the existing reservoir is nearing the end of its expected lifespan and does not allow the system meet fire flow requirements. The District is proposing to construct a new reservoir to supply potable and fire needs at a location owned by the District and accessible by motor vehicle. This will require construction of a new reservoir and appurtenances and the installation of transmission lines to the new reservoir. Project cost is estimated at $1.25 million with $1.5 million budgeted to account for a 20% contingency. The District has sufficient reserves to cover anticipated pre-construction costs and is currently in the process of obtaining financing through the USDA Rural Development lending program. Approval of the water system plan is necessary for construction.

SEPA: The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency, issued a determination of nonsignificance for the issuance of the Plan on December 27, 2019. There were no appeals.

INVITEES

· Jae Hill, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee

AMENDMENTS

· Amendment 1 would amend the ordinance to specify the year that the water system plan was completed by the district. This amendment is necessary to be able to identify this plan from other plans completed by the water district. 

· Title Amendment 1 would conform the title to 2020-0194.1 by adding the year that the water system plan was completed by the district.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Transmittal Letter
2. Fiscal Note
3. UTRC Matrix
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