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SUBJECT

King County Prosecutor’s Office: innovations in juvenile justice
SUMMARY
The King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office (PAO) operates two programs intended to divert more youth from the justice system: the Truancy and Dropout Prevention Program and the 180 Program.
BACKGROUND
The Truancy and Dropout Prevention Program: All youth between the ages of 8 and 18 are required to attend school every day. When these youth fail to attend their assigned school, they are considered truant. Washington State law, RCW 28A.225.030, sometimes referred to as the BECCA Bill, requires that school districts file truancy petitions with the Juvenile Court when students have accumulated seven unexcused absences in one month or ten unexcused absences in an academic year.  
Once a truancy petition has been filed by a school district with the Court, the Court typically schedules an initial hearing to determine if the petition meets statutory requirements.  If the petition is deemed valid, the youth is deemed truant. 
The PAO worked with Court and school officials to improve the County's efforts to address truant youth. The PAO worked with the Court to authorize a stay of proceedings when a school district filed a petition, instead of automatically scheduling an initial hearing. 
The BECCA Bill also authorized the use of community truancy boards as an alternative to the formal court process.  The boards are operated by school districts with the help of trained community volunteers and provide families with an opportunity to avoid appearing in court in truancy matters. The PAO worked with school districts to hold community-based truancy and dropout workshops designed to intervene in the students' lives and to identify and address those issues that were preventing the students from going to school. 
The 180 Program: The PAO 180 Program is designed to divert kids out of the juvenile justice system and complement the existing Superior Court juvenile diversion programs. Under the 180 Program, the Prosecutor’s Office uses it’s prosecutorial discretion to divert juvenile cases out of the court system and into community based half day workshops. 
In 2011, the PAO launched its enhanced juvenile justice diversion project, the 180 Program. The 180 Program identifies and works with eligible youth who have failed to participate in the existing King County Superior Court diversion program
The 180 Program focuses on hard to reach youth and youth who are not eligible for Superior Court’s diversion program. The program requires that the youth and his or her family to attend an educational program with an agenda similar to that of the truancy workshops.  Guest speakers and respected community leaders and others with criminal justice experience about the consequences of their decisions to participate in crime.  Part of the 180 Project involves enlisting the help of community members to make personal contact with youth and their families to ensure that all that are eligible for diversion have that opportunity and to have community members work directly with the youth in their communities.  
After running a five month pilot in 2011, the PAO officially launched the 180 Program in January of this year, and has held two Saturday, half-day workshops to date serving 52 youth. There are a total of 12 workshops scheduled for this 2012.
The Honorable Dan Satterberg, King County’s Prosecuting Attorney is here today to discuss the details of the Truancy and Dropout Prevention Program and the 180 Program with the committee. 
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