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October 6, 2005

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed for the King County Council’s consideration is an ordinance authorizing the King County Executive to execute an agreement with the Seattle Art Museum (SAM) for the demolition of the Waterfront Streetcar Maintenance Facility and for the subsequent construction of a new Broad Street passenger station and track to serve the Olympic Sculpture Park.

The Seattle Art Museum recently broke ground on the Olympic Sculpture Park.  This major regional asset will create a world class exhibit space and a wonderful park in the center of one of the densest neighborhoods in the region.  King County has participated in making the sculpture park a reality. 

Unfortunately, for this vision to be fully realized the streetcar maintenance facility must be relocated.  This will allow for improvement of the waterfront portion of the new sculpture park, for the rebuilding of the seawall in this vicinity and for the restoration of shoreline and near shore habitat as well.  

Under the provision of the County Code, we have declared the current maintenance facility and passenger stop and associated track as surplus.  Attached is a letter from the personal property committee that addresses the depreciated value of these assets and makes a determination as to their market value.  

The Agreement with SAM provides for the terms and conditions under which the county will vacate the current facility and allow SAM to take possession of the property and demolish the facility.  The agreement also provides for the construction of a relocated Broad Street passenger stop and associated track.  Under this agreement, streetcar service would be suspended on November 18, 2005, and the new Broad Street passenger stop will be available in 2007.

Also attached to this letter is a letter from the City of Seattle Department of Transportation that acknowledges the temporary suspension of Waterfront Streetcar service and confirms that the terms of our Agreement and Utility Permit for operation of the streetcar remain in effect during the interruption in service.  This will allow King County to restart the service immediately upon the construction of a new maintenance facility.  Replacement bus service will be provided during the time the streetcar is not operating.

The Seattle Art Museum will be responsible for the costs of demolition and for the costs of the new passenger station and contribute toward funding the new track.  The agreement also provides for appropriate safeguards for the county with respect to insurance and indemnification requirements, including hazardous materials.

Consistent with a Council proviso, last year we began a search for a suitable location for a new maintenance facility.  Along with this Seattle Art Museum agreement, I am transmitting an ordinance with supplemental appropriation for the construction of a maintenance facility in Pioneer Square.  Attached to that ordinance is a term sheet that will guide the development of the maintenance facility.  With your approval of these items SAM can move to complete the Olympic Sculpture Park and the new maintenance facility can be sited in Pioneer Square.

Should you have any questions about the agreement, please contact Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Metro Transit Division at 206-684-1619. 

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff




 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Budget


Harold Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)

David Hopkins, Regional Transportation Manager, Executive Office


Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT

