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SUBJECT

Law, Justice, Health, and Human Services Committee work plan.
BACKGROUND

On January 30, 2012 the King County Council adopted Motion 13637.  This motion established the organization of the Council for 2012, creating the committees of the Council, and outlining committee responsibilities. Section D of the motion describes the Law, Justice, Health and Human Services (LJHHS) Committee as follows:
D. Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee
 1. The committee shall consider and make recommendations on policies relating to:


    a. law, safety, criminal justice and emergency management programs including those related to public safety; adult detention; juvenile justice and youth services; superior and district courts; judicial administration; prosecuting attorney; public defense; emergency medical services; emergency management, including disaster response, emergency preparedness and emergency planning; 


    b.  public health programs, including those related to the protection, promotion and provision functions of the department of public health, including the structure of the public health centers; and


    c. human services programs, including review of the veterans and human services levy programs and options for levy renewal; therapeutic and low-income housing; and civil rights and social justice. The committee shall also consider the implementation of appropriate labor agreements.


  2. In the areas within the committee's purview, the committee shall track state and federal legislative action and develop recommendations on policy direction for the annual 2012 budget.

Motion 13637 also assigned the membership of the Committee including identification of Councilmember Kathy Lambert as the Chair and Councilmember Larry Gossett as Vice-Chair. The remaining members of the 2012 LJHHS Committee include Councilmembers Reagan Dunn, Bob Ferguson and Joe McDermott. 
The briefing today will review the draft work plan for the 2012 LHHS Committee. The Committee will have the opportunity to approve of the work plan by motion at the March 13 meeting. 
In addition to items listed in the 2012 draft work program, the Committee will likely consider other as-yet-unforeseen legislation as initiated by the Council in addition to legislation transmitted by the Executive.  Although the work program will be formally adopted via motion, it will remain dynamic with frequent updates to reflect the body of work before the LJHHS Committee.  The LJHHS Committee’s 2012 work plan will be updated as staff continues to receive input from Councilmembers on issues and priorities for 2012.  As the year progresses, staff will update the work program to reflect accomplishments, progress on ongoing issues, and identification of and new priorities.
ATTACHMENTS
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