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COMMITTEE ACTION

On August 24th, the Environment and Transportation Committee approved Proposed Substitute Motion 2010-0477, as amended, with a “do pass” recommendation.
SUBJECT

A MOTION supporting full funding of the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program
SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2010-0477 expresses the support of King County for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program and requests the Executive to include full funding of the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program as part of the County's federal legislative agenda in 2012.
COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Proposed Motion 2010-0477 furthers several of the Council’s priorities including Local Jobs and Economic development, Local and Regional Cooperation, and Environmental Sustainability.
BACKGROUND

Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program
The Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (P.L. 110-140) established a new Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant ("EECBG") program at the U.S. Department of Energy, but funding was not provided until the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act ("ARRA") provided $3.2 billion for the EECBG program in 2009.
The purpose of the EECBG program is to assist eligible entities in implementing energy efficiency and conservation strategies:

· To reduce fossil fuel emissions 

· To reduce total energy use

· To improve energy efficiency in the transportation, building, and other appropriate sectors

· To create jobs

King County Received $6.1 Million in EECBG Funding

King County received $6.1 million in EECBG funding as part of the ARRA.  Of this total, $5.6 million was appropriated by the Council in late 2009.  Another $407,300 is in an appropriation ordinance (2010-0409) now being considered by the Council.  The remaining $110,000 in EECBG funds will be proposed in the 2011 budget process. 
King County EECBG grant funding comprises a broad spectrum of programs. Most of these activities are energy-saving improvements to county infrastructure.  Such projects capture long-term energy and cost savings, while providing project design and construction jobs.  EECBG funding is an opportunity to support new and innovative approaches to projects and programs that might not otherwise be implemented.  For example, a low-income housing project that includes a pilot project for “zero-net-energy” dwellings in a transit-oriented development is among the projects to be funded with EECBG grants.  This project should demonstrate that sustainable residential building developments and lifestyles are affordable to all segments of American society.
King County has used EECBG grant money to support and implement key elements of the County’s Comprehensive Plan and Energy and Climate Plans.  Attached as Attachment 1 is a table showing how the County is using the $5.6 of EECBG funding.  
EECBG funding has helped catalyze cooperation between neighboring local governments on climate and energy issues, notably including the creation of the New Energy Solutions ("NES") consortium, which is focused on implementing a regional energy policy program.  The NES has developed targeted regional energy strategies with high value to the Puget Sound region; these include energy efficiency, clean mobility and “smart grid” power system upgrades.  Leveraging EECBG and other funding from participants, NES is supporting implementation of several new regionally coordinated projects by local governments, utilities and the private sector.  These new projects will provide unique opportunities to maximize regional energy and emissions savings while demonstrating the value of inter-governmental coordination on energy issues.

Efforts to Encourage Future Funding for EECBG
Although the EECBG program is authorized to distribute up to $2 billion dollars, currently, there is no planned additional appropriation for this program beyond this year.  The President did not include funding for the EECBG program in his current and fiscal Year ("FY") 2011 budgets.  Congress denied local government requests for EECBG funding in FY 2010 because all the 2009 ECCBG dollars had yet to be spent.  Prospects for EECBG funding in FY 2011 and beyond also look bleak without the President’s support.
There is a national effort underway to encourage funding for EECBG.  Climate Communities, a national coalition of cities and counties that is educating federal policymakers about the essential role of local governments in addressing climate change, has launched a campaign called “Energy Block Grants WORK” to secure ongoing funding for EECBG. The immediate goal is to convince President Obama to fully fund the EECBG program at $2 billion in his FY 2012 budget request to Congress.
Councilmember Phillips recently traveled to Washington, D.C to participate along with other locally elected officials in the launch of the “Energy Block Grants WORK” campaign. 
ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2010-0477 expresses the support of King County for the “Energy Block Grants WORK” campaign and states that the County will work to demonstrate to the President, the U.S. Department of Energy, and Congress that King County is effectively using its EECBG grant funds to decrease energy use, curb greenhouse gas emissions, and create jobs. 
Each year King County develops a federal legislative agenda to direct the efforts of the consultant representing King County on federal issues. Motion 2010-0477 directs the Executive to include the Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grants Program in the County’s legislative agenda.
The amendment adopted by the Committee changes the year of King County’s federal legislative agenda from 2012 to 2011 to correctly reflect the next federal legislative agenda the Council will consider. The amendment also adds a statement on the Council’s intent.
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