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SUBJECT
Proposed Motion 2014-0055 would confirm the appointment of Carolyn Weikel, the Snohomish County Auditor, as a representative of the Washington State Association of County Auditors in an ex officio, nonvoting capacity to the King County Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee. Ms. Weikel would serve a term that would expire on a date to be determined by the Washington State Association of County Auditors.
BACKGROUND
The Council has created three Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committees. The first was created in July 2003, the second in April 2005, and the current, non-expiring committee, in May 2006 through Ordinances 15453 and 17273. The committee is comprised of 14 members, including two non-voting members (one each to represent the Secretary of State’s Office and the Washington State Association of County Auditors). 

The committees have written two substantive reports and developed numerous recommendations to improve King County elections. Most of their recommendations have been implemented by the County or addressed by changes to federal or state election laws. In addition, the Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee provides annual reports to the Council on its activities and elections operations.

DISCUSSION
Carolyn Weikel has served since January 2007 as the Snohomish County Auditor. She was appointed to the position in 2007, and has since been elected to two full terms. In that position, she oversees three areas of county government: elections, document recording, and licensing. She is also temporarily managing Snohomish County’s Information Services Department. Prior to her work as Auditor, Ms. Weikel managed the Snohomish County Auditor’s Office licensing and elections divisions. 

In 2012, Ms. Weikel was recognized by her colleagues in the Washington State Association of County Auditors as the Auditor of the Year. 

Ms. Weikel has indicated a willingness to serve as a member of the Citizen Elections Oversight Committee and assist King County with its oversight of elections functions. 
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