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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT:  Briefing on a proposed ordinance relating to boards and commissions.
BACKGROUND:
In November 2005, the voters of King County approved a county charter amendment reducing the number of county council districts from thirteen to nine effective January 1, 2006.  The memberships of five of the county’s boards and commissions are based, in whole or in part, on the number of council districts.  It is necessary, therefore, to amend provisions of the county code for those boards and commissions to reflect the change in council districts.  
Under the direction on the Council Chair, council staff drafted a proposed ordinance (attached).  The purpose of today’s discussion is to brief the Council on the proposed ordinance and answer councilmembers’ questions.  The proposed ordinance is on the Council agenda this afternoon for referral, so no action may be taken today by the Committee.  Input on the proposed ordinance has been requested from the executive branch and from the respective chairs of the affected boards and commissions, with a requested turn-around date for comments by Friday, May 5. 
SUMMARY:
Proposed Ordinance 2006-0290, if approved, would make two types of changes to the code for the boards and commissions that have memberships based on the number of council districts:  (1) changes to membership provisions; and (2) changes to the nominating process.  Both are summarized below.

Membership Provisions:

There are five county boards and commissions that have memberships based on the number of council districts.  They are listed below, along with the relevant chapters of the King County Code.

1. Active Sports and Youth Recreation Commission (KCC chapter 2.45);

2. Civil Rights Commission (KCC chapter 3.10);

3. Conservation Futures Citizen Oversight Committee (KCC chapter 2.36);

4. Harborview Medical Center Board of Trustees (KCC chapter 2.42); and

5. Women’s Advisory Board (KCC 2.30.060).  
The current code sections provide for one board or commission member to be nominated for each council district, for a total of 13.   The proposed ordinance: (1) maintains council district positions one through nine; and (2) makes the remaining four council district positions which no longer exist (10, 11, 12 and 13) at-large Council positions.
  
The effect of the proposed ordinance is to maintain the same level of Council representation on the affected boards and commissions.  Table 1 attached to the staff report displays the impact of the proposed ordinance on membership.  
Nominating Process:

Under the Section 340.10 of the county charter and county code, the Executive appoints members of all boards and commissions, subject to Council approval by motion.  For those boards and commission that have requirements for council district representation, the Executive must solicit nominations from each councilmember.  If the Executive does not appoint the person nominated by the councilmember, then the Executive must solicit another nomination from that councilmember.
The proposed ordinance makes no changes to this nomination, appointment and confirmation process.  However, because the proposed ordinance designates at-large 
Council positions, it is necessary to create a process for the Council to make those at-large nominations.  This process is contained in Section 1B of the proposed ordinance, as follows:
· First, the Executive must inform the Council Chair that a vacancy exists in one of the at-large positions for these five boards and commissions.
· Second, the Chair must inform the Council of the vacancy at a Council meeting and solicit nominations from the councilmembers.
· Finally, at a subsequent Council meeting, the Chair must inform the Council of the nominations received. If there is no objection, the nominations received will be forwarded to the Executive, who must make the appointment from the names on the Council’s list, or seek additional nominations from the Council.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2006-0209
2. Table 1: Impact of Proposed Ordinance 2006-0209 on Affected Boards and Commissions

�In the course of conducting the research to prepare the proposed ordinance, council staff was informed by executive staff that the Active Sports and Youth Recreation Commission (ASPYRE) is no longer active.  Chapter 2.45 of the county code, however, establishes the commission as an ongoing body and requires reports to the council every two years, beginning on May 1, 2001.





� There is a slight variation for the Conservation Futures Committee. Under the current code, the Executive solicits nominations from the County Council, the City of Seattle and the suburban cities. The code requires that the 16-member committee include individuals who reside in each council district.  While the Executive is required to solicit nominations from the Council, it is the Executive’s job to ensure that the council district residency requirement is met, but may meet that requirement by selecting individuals other than those nominated by councilmembers.   Nonetheless, the proposed ordinance provides for four at-large Council positions on the Committee. 
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