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SUBJECT
A briefing and Panel discussion on the impact of Maritime Industries on the economy of Washington State and the unique role that the Ballard Locks plays in that industry. 

SUMMARY
The Maritime Industry plays a vital economic role in supporting a major portion of the State and Puget Sound Economy. The Ballard Locks turns 100 years old in 2017 and is a key infrastructure asset supporting the industry. 

BACKGROUND 
In 2015[footnoteRef:1]:  [1:  Data from the Washington State Maritime Sector Economic Impact Study, updated April 2017, Executive Summary. ] 

· 2.2% of jobs in Washington State were directly related to the maritime industry and 5% of the total jobs in Washington State were supported by the maritime industry. 
· The Puget Sound Naval Shipyard alone employs over 13,000 civilian workers. 
· The fishing and seafood industry employs nearly 16,000 workers. 
· Maritime Logistics and Shipping employ over 22,000 workers. 
· The Northwest Seaport Alliance moved 3.5 million twenty-food equivalent units
· Ferries and Cruise ships will carry over 23 million passengers and cruise passengers will exceed one million trips in 2017. 
· All told, this sector supported almost 70,000 jobs and generated almost $22 billion in economic activity

The Ballard Locks[footnoteRef:2]:  [2:  Data from The Ballard Locks, Keystone of Puget Sound’s Maritime Industry] 

· Supports 40,000 transits annually, the busiest in the nation
· Supports 7,500 commercial vessel transit annually
· Provides 1.1 million tons of shipping transits
· Is key to supporting 1.2 billion in economic activity




[bookmark: _GoBack]Today’s Discussion will be in the form of a Panel Presentation. Panel will include: 
· Eugene C. Wasserman, President, North Seattle Industrial Association
· Peter Schrappen, Director of Government Affairs, Northwest Marine Trade Association
· Charles Costanzo, Vice-President, Pacific Region, American Waterways Operators

ATTACHMENTS

1. Washington State Maritime Sector Economic Impact Study, April 2017
2. The Ballard Locks, Keystone of Puget Sound’s Marine Economy
3. Economic Impact of the Hiram M. Chittenden Locks
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