2022-0198 Open Space Plan Update – Proposed Changes to Attachment A
	2022 Open Space Plan (Exec Proposed) [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Policy numbers referenced in this column are the policy numbers as transmitted. ] 

	2022 Open Space Plan (Amendment 1)
 (blank = no change proposed)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Policy numbers were updated consecutively for policies without other changes.] 

	Change Description

	CHANGES TO POLICIES

	Open Space
	
	

	OS-101Open space sites in the King County system will be classified using a two-level system; first, identifying the site as regional or local (rural or within an urban growth area); and second, identifying its primary role within the system.
	
	

	OS-102 New open space sites will be classified at the time of acquisition and documented through updates to the parks inventory database.
	
	

	OS-103 King County will be a regional provider of open space with a major focus on systems of open space corridors that conserve natural and cultural resources and provide recreation, education and interpretative opportunities, ecological value, and scenic beauty.
	OS-103 King County will be a regional provider of open space with a major focus on systems of open space corridors that conserve natural and cultural resources and provide recreation, education, and interpretative opportunities, ecological value, and scenic beauty.
	Oxford comma

	OS-104 King County will focus its regional open space efforts on the following functional roles: recreation, regional and backcountry trails, natural areas, forestlands, and multi-use sites.
	
	

	OS-105 Regional sites and facilities are generally larger, have unique features or character, and/or are important as part of a larger system. These sites are destinations for visitors who come from longer distances and from multiple jurisdictions. Users are drawn by the type of site or facility (such as a regional trail) that provides a unique or high level of activity, contains significant facilities, and/or has high ecological value.
	OS-105 Regional sites and facilities are generally larger, have unique features or character, and/or are important as part of a larger system. These sites are destinations for visitors who come from longer distances and from multiple jurisdictions. Users are drawn by the type of site or facility (such as a regional trail) that provides a unique or high level of activity, contains significant facilities, and/or has high ecological value.
	Not a policy – removed (this information is covered in the background text)

	[bookmark: _Hlk107927827]OS-106 King County will provide local parks for unincorporated areas of the county.
	
	

	OS-107 Local sites and facilities are smaller and serve the close-to-home park and recreation needs of a community. These sites are predominantly used by nearby residents.
	OS-107 Local sites and facilities are smaller and serve the close-to-home park and recreation needs of a community. These sites are predominantly used by nearby residents.
	Not a policy – removed (this information is covered in the background text)

	OS-108 All King County open space sites will be classified within the following categories: 1) recreation site, 2) regional trail, 3) natural area, 4) working forestland, and 5) multi-use site.
	
	

	OS-109 Recreation sites include recreation facilities, receive a higher level of public use, and should be managed to accommodate developed areas for informal, organized or intense recreation. This may include either or both active and passive recreation activities.
	
	

	OS-110 King County will have a countywide Regional Trails network of nonmotorized, shared use (multi-purpose) paths that link communities and offer recreation, active transportation, cultural opportunities, and migration corridors for wildlife.
	OS-108 King County will have maintain a countywide Regional Trails network of nonmotorized, shared use (multi-purpose) paths that link communities and offer recreation, active transportation, cultural opportunities, and migration corridors for wildlife.
	"Have" changed to "maintain." "Nonmotorized" removed to allow for potential future changes to Title 7 that would allow E-bikes on regional trails

	OS-111 Regional trails provide nonmotorized recreation, active transportation, and commuting opportunities and may serve a variety of user types.
	OS-111 Regional trails provide nonmotorized recreation, active transportation, and commuting opportunities and may serve a variety of user types.
	Not a policy – removed (this information is covered in the background text)

	OS-112 Regional trail corridors serve multiple users and should be designed to accommodate different modes of use. Trail corridors may include separate trail areas for different uses where feasible and practicable.
	
	

	OS-113 Regional trails may be designated as primary or secondary for mapping or other purposes based on the trail’s development condition and its ability to be used for multiple purposes such as bicycling, walking, skating, jogging, horseback riding, or other uses.
	
	

	OS-114 Natural areas, also known as ecological lands, are managed almost exclusively for environmental protection and enhancement. These areas are valued as “natural assets” for their important natural resource functions and character, including but not limited to benefiting and protecting ecosystems and critical areas such as wetland and riparian areas, air and water quality, fish and wildlife habitat, native biodiversity, trees and other natural or scenic resource purposes. Healthy and diverse forest cover on these sites promotes resiliency to changing climate conditions and sequesters carbon, which reduces the impact of climate change.
	OS-111 King County values natural areas, also known as ecological lands, are managed almost exclusively for environmental protection and enhancement. These areas are valued as "natural assets" and will manage these for their important natural resource functions and character, including but not limited to benefiting and protecting: ecosystems and critical areas such as wetland and riparian areas; air and water quality; fish and wildlife habitat; native biodiversity; trees and other natural or scenic resource purposes. H healthy and diverse forest cover that promotes resiliency to changing climate conditions and sequesters carbon, reducing the impact of climate change; and other natural or scenic resource purposes.
	Not a policy – rephrased in policy form.



	OS-115 Interpretive and educational programs, nature programs, and activities that emphasize the enjoyment, understanding and appreciation of the outdoors and a site’s natural resources are appropriate uses of natural areas.
	OS-112 King County should provide I interpretive and educational programs, nature programs, and activities that emphasize the enjoyment, understanding and appreciation of the outdoors and a site’s natural resources are appropriate uses of natural areas.
	Not a policy – rephrased in policy form. 

	OS-116 Appropriate public access, use and management activities should be allowed on natural areas as compatible with the natural resource values of these sites and consistent with the long-term quality of the site or its resources.
Development will be limited to making the site available for public enjoyment in a manner consistent with site resources. Improvements and enhancements will focus on keeping the site as a fully functioning natural ecosystem.
	OS-113 Appropriate public access, use, and management activities should be allowed on natural areas as compatible with the natural resource values of these sites and consistent with the long-term quality of the site or its resources.
Development will be limited to making the site available for public enjoyment in a manner consistent with site resources. Improvements and enhancements will focus on keeping the site as a fully functioning natural ecosystem.
	Oxford comma

	OS-117 Forests should be conserved in key areas through land or easement acquisitions to provide a buffer between commercial forestland and adjacent residential development, to protect forested lands from development, and to retain lands in forest cover.
	
	

	OS-118 Management goals for working forestlands should include enhancing ecological benefits and functions, demonstrating best forest management practices, providing passive recreation opportunities and generating revenue to facilitate sustainable management of those sites.
	OS-115 Management goals for working forestlands should include enhancing ecological benefits and functions, demonstrating best forest management practices, providing passive recreation opportunities, and generating revenue to facilitate sustainable management of those sites.
	Oxford comma

	OS-119 Multi-use sites include lands that have areas of ecological value, but also may accommodate extensive public access and active and/or passive recreation opportunities. Forest management, restoration and stewardship activities may also be appropriate at these sites.
	OS-119 Multi-use sites include lands that have areas of ecological value, but also may accommodate extensive public access and active and/or passive recreation opportunities. Forest management, restoration and stewardship activities may also be appropriate at these sites.
	Not a policy. Incorporated into background text.

	OS-120 When appropriate, King County will transfer local parks and other open space sites to the cities in which they are located. Transfer of local open space sites should be included as part of annexation or incorporation interlocal agreements that cover other services and facilities.
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk107927664]OS-121 King County will encourage and promote the transfer of local parks in the urban growth area to the cities in whose potential annexation area they are located upon annexation.
	
	

	OS-122 King County should retain ownership of regional open space system assets, including sites that lie within both urban and rural areas and those that serve as “urban separators” providing a buffer along the urban growth area boundary. However, partnerships and costsharing are encouraged to maximize opportunities and enhance levels of service.
	
	

	
	OS-119 One focus of King County’s efforts in aquatics will be the operation of the Weyerhaeuser King County Aquatic Center as a venue for regional, national and international competitive events and recreation programs.

	Executive staff indicated that the 2016 Policy relating to the Aquatic Center was inadvertently omitted from the 2022 transmittal. Amended to state that the Aquatic Center is "one" focus of King County's efforts in aquatics.

	Public Involvement and Engagement
	
	

	PIE-101 King County will encourage public understanding of, involvement in, and commitment to open space conservation and recreation and the associated health, environmental, and economic benefits.
	
	

	PIE-102 King County shall seek and encourage public input, advice and participation in decisionmaking on open space system issues consistent with King County’s Strategic Plan, Equity and Social Justice Strategic Plan, community engagement standards, and DNRP’s Equity and Social Justice Policy.
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk107927737]PIE-103 King County will provide equitable access for priority populations in public involvement and engagement activities.
	
	

	PIE-104 King County will facilitate, through translation, trans-creation, and interpretation, understanding and access to information and decision-making processes for persons who
are non-English speaking or have limited English proficiency consistent with King County’s language access policies.





	
	

	Partnerships and Community Investments
	
	

	PCI-101 King County shall encourage and pursue partnerships and mutually beneficial agreements with public agencies, tribes, non-profit and community organizations, and the private sector to fund, program, manage, and steward sites and facilities for public recreation and natural resource protection consistent with the classification, role, and use of said sites and facilities.
	
	

	PCI-102 King County will assess and prioritize partnerships to ensure they advance multiple public benefits and meet the greatest needs related to King County’s open space system.
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk107927722]PCI-103 When assessing potential concession agreements and business endeavors, King County will evaluate proposals based upon multiple factors, such as compatibility with site management goals, enhancement of recreation experiences (especially for priority populations), creation
of stewardship opportunities for residents, effectiveness and efficiency in delivery of services, revenue generation, and potential for uncompensated costs to the county.
	
	

	PCI-104 King County will pursue partnership opportunities for capital improvements that enhance revenue generation and create additional public recreation opportunities in appropriate locations.
	
	

	PCI-105 	 King County will advance awareness and appreciation of King County’s open space system by engaging individuals in volunteer service that helps enhance and maintain parks, recreation facilities, trails, open space and natural resources.
	PCI-105 	 King County will advance awareness and appreciation of King County’s open space system by engaging individuals in volunteer service that helps enhance and maintain parks, recreation facilities, trails, open space, and natural resources.
	Oxford comma

	PCI-106 Depending upon funding availability, King County will award grants that protect and enhance parks, trails, and recreation facilities, increase access to and participation in physical activity programs, and improve the health and well-being of King County residents. Eligible applicants should include public agencies, tribes, and non-profit organizations serving residents of King County.
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk107927728]PCI-107 King County will use an equity lens in grantmaking to prioritize funding for programs and projects that improve health outcomes and reduce disparities in priority populations and communities.
	
	

	
	
	

	Operations and Stewardship
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk107484993]SO-101 King County will continue to work with agencies, jurisdictions, tribes, and the public to develop new and creative funding sources and other strategies to build and support the system.
	SO-101 King County will continue to work with agencies, jurisdictions, tribes, and the public to develop new and creative funding sources and other strategies to build and support the open space system.
	Added "open space" before "system"

	SO-102 King County will maximize and leverage operational funds through public-private and nonprofit partnerships; pursuit of grant funds; volunteer engagement; development, use and management agreements; innovative funding concepts; and other funding opportunities.
	
	

	SO-103 King County will continue to pursue workforce efficiencies to help offset the growth in operation and maintenance costs.
	
	

	SO-104 King County will continue to pursue sustainable and consistent funding for ongoing maintenance and stewardship of sites acquired or developed.
	
	

	SO-105 A fiscal analysis should be prepared to evaluate potential acquisitions, significant development, and use of large-scale restoration to address stewardship needs of new projects. The analysis should identify the long-term operation and maintenance cost and the source of funds to support the project.
	
	

	SO-106 King County will work to ensure that future funding strategies to acquire and develop land for all open space purposes include a funding source to cover stewardship and maintenance costs.
	
	

	SO-107 King County should strive to use locally adapted native species for landscaping, natural area restoration, rehabilitation, and erosion control wherever feasible. Where appropriate, King County should also coordinate with tribes to inform plant selection. Landscaping and habitat restoration projects should include provisions for adequate maintenance of plantings to prevent invasion of weeds and ensure survival of native plantings.
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk108096458]SO-108 Use of drought-tolerant plants and native vegetation in new site development projects will be emphasized to minimize the need for irrigation, reduce impact of non-native species, help mitigate the impacts of climate change, and consider important traditional resources to local area tribes.
	SO-108 King County will emphasize use of drought-tolerant plants and native vegetation in new site development projects will be emphasized to minimize the need for irrigation, reduce impact of non-native species, and help mitigate the impacts of climate change, and will consider important traditional resources to local area tribes.
	Rephrased in an active voice

	SO-109 Water conservation is an important consideration in managing the open space system. New construction and rehabilitating older facilities will incorporate low-water use principles and equipment. Use of recycled water will be considered, when practical and effective.
	SO-109 Water conservation is an important consideration in managing the open space system. King County will incorporate Nnew construction and rehabilitating older facilities will incorporate low-water use principles and equipment in new construction and rehabilitation projects. Use of recycled water will be considered, when practical and effective.
	Rephrased in an active voice

	SO-110 Recycling efforts in parks will be promoted along with use of recycled materials available and appropriate for park uses. Salvage of materials from structure demolitions will also be conducted when feasible.
	SO-110 King County will promote Rrecycling efforts in parks will be promoted along with and will use of recycled materials that are available and appropriate for park uses. King County will also Ssalvage of materials from structure demolitions will also be conducted when feasible.
	Rephrased in an active voice

	SO-111 The environment and the health and safety of staff and park users will be protected from the inappropriate use of hazardous or toxic materials and the use of those materials in the soils or structures. Safety plans will be developed when needed to further outline safety protocols and practices.
	SO-111 King County will protect tThe environment and the health and safety of staff and park users will be protected from the inappropriate use of hazardous or toxic materials and the use of those materials in the soils or structures. King County will develop Ssafety plans will be developed when needed to further outline safety protocols and practices.
	Rephrased in an active voice

	SO-112 Use of pesticides and fungicides will be based on integrated pest management (IPM) principles, per Executive Order PUT 8-17 related to pest and vegetation management activities and Parks’ Best Management Practices. The goal of this policy is to minimize the use of chemical pesticides to contribute to improved public health and the environment in King County, including the habitat, food, and sensitive life stages of threatened Chinook salmon and bull trout.
	SO-112 King County will base its Uuse of pesticides and fungicides will be based on integrated pest management (IPM) principles, per Executive Order PUT 8-17 related to pest and vegetation management activities and Parks’ Best Management Practices. The goal of this policy is to minimize the use of chemical pesticides to contribute to improved public health and the environment in King County, including the habitat, food, and sensitive life stages of threatened Chinook salmon and bull trout.
	Rephrased in an active voice

	SO-113 King County will develop management plans to provide direction for the maintenance and stewardship of open space sites, incorporating current targets outlined in initiatives like the Strategic Climate Action Plan, 30-Year Forest Plan, and Clean Water Healthy Habitat. King County should use these plans to measure and evaluate effectiveness and inform future maintenance and management decisions.
	
	

	SO-114 King County will develop and maintain a plan for major maintenance needs and rehabilitation of open space sites and facilities to ensure safe and sustainable public use and to reduce lifecycle costs.
	
	

	SO-115 King County will steward and maintain lands and facilities within the park system in compliance with the division’s Best Management Practices Manual.
	SO-115 King County will steward and maintain lands and facilities within the park system in compliance with the dDivision’s Best Management Practices Manual.
	"Division" capitalized

	SO-116 King County will monitor how site maintenance is conducted to account for the changing needs of the system and identify and incorporate new procedures and tasks to address the conservation of ecological values, recreational assets, and cultural resources.
	
	

	SO-117 King County will track and monitor the ecological and forest conservation easements in its inventory to ensure conservation values are protected and that lands are being managed consistent with the terms and conditions of the individual recorded easement. Parks shall work with the King County Permitting Division to ensure conservation easement information is available in the county’s permit system.
	SO-117 King County will track and monitor the ecological and forest conservation easements in its inventory to ensure conservation values are protected and that lands are being managed consistent with the terms and conditions of the individual recorded easement. Parks shall work with the King County Permitting Division to ensure conservation easement information is available in the cCounty’s permit system.
	"County" capitalized

	SO-118 King County should maintain regional trails in a safe and secure manner. Ongoing maintenance should seek to ensure that trail surfaces are in good condition and that corridor landscaping is maintained to preserve trailside clearance, sight lines, and user enjoyment.
	
	

	SO-119 Landscaping along King County’s regional trails should reflect the context through which each trail is developed or as determined by a professional landscape architect in conjunction with Parks’ Operations. Appropriate native plantings are encouraged.
	
	

	SO-120 As outlined in Clean Water Healthy Habitat, King County supports integrating conservation goals into management actions in order to conserve native biodiversity through land and water resource management policies, climate change planning, and fish and wildlife habitat conservation.
	
	

	SO-121 King County will strive to identify and conserve components of native biodiversity within its open space system that may be especially sensitive to the impacts of climate change. King County will work to conserve biodiversity through the protection and restoration of ecological processes that create and sustain habitats and species diversity.
	
	

	SO-122 The conservation principles presented in Clean Water Healthy Habitat and in the King County Comprehensive Plan provide broad guidance to focus and direct restoration activities to enhance natural and cultural resources and ecological value on open space sites. King County will strive to steward natural lands consistent with these principles.
	
	

	SO-123 On all open space sites, Parks will develop a coordinated strategy for preventing, monitoring, and controlling infestations of state-listed noxious weeds, and where feasible, other nonnative invasive weeds of concern.
	
	

	SO-124 Because beavers provide beneficial ecosystem functions, King County encourages the coexistence of beavers and humans. King County shall work on a case-by-case basis on park lands to reduce risk to public safety or public infrastructure or adverse impacts to neighboring properties caused by beavers on park lands, while minimizing removal of the beaver in favor of in-place management wherever possible.
	
	

	SO-125 King County will preserve, steward, and highlight significant historic, cultural, and archaeological resources within its open space system, including those with facilities created and/or managed in partnership with other organizations.
	
	

	SO-126 King County will encourage and allow the use of open space land that is compatible with its location and condition; consistent with Parks’ Land Use Guidelines,26 acquisition purpose, funding sources, and management goals; and can be demonstrated to appropriately provide public recreation opportunities and protect the land’s natural and cultural resources.
	
	

	SO-127 King County will evaluate requests to alter open space sites to ensure that they are consistent with park purposes, master plans, forest stewardship plans, site management guidelines, or other management plans and will not diminish open space values, public use, aesthetics and stewardship, or ecological value.
	
	

	SO-128 King County will issue use permits or agreements for events sponsored by others when the use is consistent with site conditions and amenities, aesthetics, park purposes, and acquisition funding restrictions and will not deter from open space stewardship and other public use of the site.
	
	

	SO-129 King County will not allow alterations or enter into agreements or permit uses that incur future obligations to the county for maintenance, replacement, rehabilitation, or removal until a thorough analysis of the long-term cost has been prepared, risks and liabilities to the county clearly identified, and supportive funding identified or provided.
	
	

	SO-130 King County will monitor all existing agreements, easements and use permits to ensure continued compliance with their terms and conditions, current county policies and codes, and that they remain in the best interests of the site and the public.
	SO-130 King County will monitor all existing agreements, easements, and use permits to ensure continued compliance with their terms and conditions, current county policies and codes, and ensure that they remain in the best interests of the site and the public.
	Oxford commas

Phrasing of last clause changed to fit sentence structure.

	SO-131 King County will clearly post signage with applicable rules and restrictions for open space sites in a manner that is easily understood by the public. Language(s) used on signage should reflect the predominant languages spoken in the community in which the site is located and those using the site, consistent with County policies regarding provision of services to populations with limited English proficiency.
	
	

	SO-132 King County will address unauthorized uses of open space land by working to abate and restore impacts resulting from encroachments, seek voluntary compliance with park rules and work with the Sheriff’s Office on emphasis patrols and issuing citations.
	SO-132 King County will address unauthorized uses of open space land by working to abate and restore impacts resulting from encroachments, seeking voluntary compliance with park rules, and working with the Sheriff’s Office on emphasis patrols and issuing citations.
	Phrasing changed for clarification.


	SO-133 King County will maintain a policy and procedure for the naming of park, recreation and other open space sites and features, including trails, and consistent with RCW 36.32.430.
	SO-133 King County will maintain a policy and procedure guidelines for the naming of park, recreation, and other open space sites and features, including trails, and consistent with RCW 36.32.430.
	"Policy or procedure" be changed to "guidelines" at Executive staff request.

	SO-134 King County will accept gifts or donations of equipment, materials, land, labor or improvements for a site that are consistent with site purposes and conditions; enhance aesthetics and stewardship values; are consistent with site management guidelines, forest stewardship, master, maintenance and development plans; reduce stewardship costs; provide additional resource protection; and/or improve efficiencies.
	SO-134 King County will accept gifts or donations of equipment, materials, land, labor, or improvements for a site that are consistent with site purposes and conditions; enhance aesthetics and stewardship values; are consistent with site management guidelines, forest stewardship, master, maintenance, and development plans; reduce stewardship costs; provide additional resource protection; and/or improve efficiencies.
	Oxford commas

	SO-135 King County will work with nearby property owners, park users, volunteers, agencies, tribes, and the public to enhance and protect the character, function and natural and cultural resources of the open space system.
	SO-135 King County will work with nearby property owners, park users, volunteers, agencies, tribes, and the public to enhance and protect the character, function, and natural and cultural resources of the open space system.
	Oxford comma

	SO-136 King County will steward its open space system and keep these lands in perpetuity for open space purposes. Other uses will be considered only if they can be demonstrated to be appropriate through a public process. Recommendations for disposing of any property shall be carried out in compliance with King County’s codified surplus property provisions and based on the county’s public recreation or open space needs. Surplus of open space sites must also be consistent with requirements associated with their funding sources and Section 897 of the King County Charter Amendment regarding the conveyance, surplus and use of high conservation value open space properties.
	
	

	SO-137 King County will manage open space sites to ensure that the land, facilities, and natural and cultural resources are protected and that appropriate public use is safe and enjoyable. The public is expected to have access to fee-owned properties within the open space system for recreational, educational, scientific, and traditional use, but access may be restricted when necessary to protect or restore resource values and processes, when deed or easement restrictions limit or prohibit public access, and/or when safety issues warrant limitations on public use. Restrictions on some types of recreation uses may be required to achieve management goals. Access strategies for each site will be identified through management and stewardship plans, and appropriate use determined via a public process and through government-to-government consultation with area tribes.
	
	

	SO-138 Priorities for restoration projects on open space sites should be based on priority recommendations in the Water Resource Inventory Area-based Salmon Recovery Plans, the Flood Hazard Management Plan, individual site management and stewardship plans, and other King County-endorsed planning documents.
	SO-138 Priorities for restoration projects on open space sites should be based on priority recommendations in the Water Resource Inventory Area-based Salmon Recovery Plans, the Flood Hazard Management Plan, individual site management and stewardship plans, and/or other King County-endorsed planning documents.
	"And" changed to "and/or" at Executive staff request

	SO-139 Natural areas should have individual management plans when over 200 acres to guide needed enhancement and restoration efforts and to support public uses. Smaller sites also benefit from management plans, which should be developed as appropriate to inform stewardship activities and projects.
	
	

	SO-140 King County will integrate habitat management and enhancement as a major component of its stewardship. Natural areas will be managed primarily to protect and restore ecological processes, conserve wildlife habitat, and foster native biodiversity. This focus may include management, enhancement and restoration of degraded natural areas to increase their ecological, wildlife habitat, climate change adaptation and resiliency, and educational and traditional use values.
	SO-140 King County will integrate habitat management and enhancement as a major component of its stewardship. Natural areas will be managed primarily to protect and restore ecological processes, conserve wildlife habitat, and foster native biodiversity. This focus may include management, enhancement, and restoration of degraded natural areas to increase their ecological, wildlife habitat, climate change adaptation and resiliency, and educational and traditional use values.
	Oxford comma

	SO-141 King County commits to preserving, protecting and conserving native biodiversity and will demonstrate this in daily activities. Environmentally sensitive maintenance techniques and best management practices will be followed to the greatest extent possible at all open space sites.
	SO-141 King County commits to preserving, protecting, and conserving native biodiversity and will demonstrate this in daily activities. King County will follow Eenvironmentally sensitive maintenance techniques and best management practices will be followed to the greatest extent possible at all open space sites.
	Oxford comma

Second sentence changed to active voice

	SO-142 King County will work with other agencies to maintain the necessary quality and quantity of water in its streams and lakes to provide for plant communities, suitable fish and wildlife habitat, and recreational use.
	
	

	SO-143 King County will promote forest management and restoration in order to conserve and enhance forest ecosystem health and contribute to improved water and air quality, surface water management, fish and wildlife habitat, aesthetics, climate change adaptation, and energy conservation.
	
	

	SO-144 King County should be a leader in natural resource management by demonstrating environmentally sound and sustainable forest practices on County-owned open space sites that result in retention of forest cover and improved forest health. This may include adopting forest management practices that promote carbon sequestration.
	
	

	SO-145 King County will conserve and manage forested areas for the health of the forest ecosystem, and where appropriate, as viable working resource lands.
	
	

	SO-146 King County will continue to conduct forest assessments, develop stewardship plans, and implement forest restoration projects that will promote healthy forests throughout the park system. Forest stewardship plans shall be completed for each forest site greater than 200 acres, as well as sites supporting goals set forth in County strategies, such as the Strategic Climate Action Plan.
	
	

	SO-147 Working forests shall be managed consistent with the Strategic Climate Action Plan, the 30-Year Forest Plan and Clean Water Healthy Habitat, as well as the Executive Order for Implementation of Forestry Policies (PUT 8-18). Each working forest site will have a complete and current (within 10 years) Forest Stewardship Plan.
	
	

	Capital Improvement Program
	
	

	CIP-101 King County will leverage its funding with external resources, including the pursuit of grants,
outside funding sources, and partnerships.
	
	

	CIP-102 King County will acquire lands in alignment with Clean Water Healthy Habitat and the Land Conservation Initiative. The Land Conservation Initiative prioritizes high conservation value acquisitions in six categories: natural lands, forests, trails, urban green space, rivers, and farmlands. Many lands that Parks acquires provide multiple benefits to the community, including recreation opportunities as well as habitat conservation. Targeting acquisitions that balance these objectives is an essential part of growing a robust open space system.
	
	

	CIP-103 King County Parks and the Water and Land Resources Division will emphasize acquisition of sites that provide for multiple benefits and functions.
	
	

	CIP-104 Where possible, King County should work at a landscape scale with conservation organizations; local, state and federal governments; tribes; and landowners during the formation of acquisition strategies to identify acquisition priorities to advance system-wide goals.
	
	

	CIP-105 Distribution, spatial structure, and diversity of native wildlife and vegetation, as well as potential climate change impacts, should be considered when acquiring conservation easements or land.
	
	

	CIP-106 King County should consider cultural resources in its open space acquisitions and management and steward such resources in a manner that protects and enhances their traditional, educational, and scientific benefits while ensuring appropriate public use, appreciation and enjoyment.
	CIP-106 King County should consider cultural resources in its open space acquisitions and management and steward such resources in a manner that protects and enhances their traditional, educational, and scientific benefits while ensuring appropriate public use, appreciation, and enjoyment.
	Oxford comma

	CIP-107 King County should acquire open space properties that provide public benefit and recreational opportunities or resource protection in a fiscally responsible manner.
	
	

	CIP-108 King County will acquire, protect and conserve high-priority sites through a variety of means, including fee simple purchase, donations, and purchase of conservation easements and covenants, as well as through the use of the King County Transfer of Development Rights Program, Forest Carbon Program, and Current Use Taxation programs.
	CIP-108 King County will acquire, protect, and conserve high-priority sites through a variety of means, including fee simple purchase, donations, and purchase of conservation easements and covenants, as well as through the use of the King County Transfer of Development Rights Program, Forest Carbon Program, and Current Use Taxation programs.
	Oxford comma

	CIP-109 King County will evaluate potential open space land acquisitions to determine and document short- and long-term stewardship funding needs and availability and to ensure sites are appropriate for the intended use and contribute to larger open space goals.
	
	

	CIP-110 King County will plan, acquire, develop, restore and enhance open space sites and recreation facilities as appropriate, including recreation and multi-use sites; regional trails; backcountry trails; natural areas; and forests to further the vision and goals of this plan.
	CIP-110 King County will plan, acquire, develop, restore, and enhance open space sites and recreation facilities as appropriate, including recreation and multi-use sites; regional trails; backcountry trails; natural areas; and forests to further the vision and goals of this plan.
	Oxford comma

	CIP-111 King County will plan and develop facilities that encourage multiple public uses and benefits and will work to reduce user conflicts while minimizing impacts to natural resources.
	
	

	CIP-112 King County will systematically apply the open space classification system to sites in its inventory, along with use area designations of county open space lands to clearly facilitate appropriate use, programming, development, maintenance, and stewardship.
	
	

	CIP-113 King County will coordinate open space planning, acquisition and development with other county projects and programs and with other agencies and organizations that may provide mutual benefits.
	CIP-113 King County will coordinate open space planning, acquisition, and development with other county projects and programs and with other agencies and organizations that may provide mutual benefits.
	Oxford comma

	CIP-114 King County will acquire, plan for, steward, develop and operate the park system consistent with the King County Strategic Plan’s goals for healthy environment, economic vitality, health and human services, mobility, and safety and justice.
	CIP-114 King County will acquire, plan for, steward, develop, and operate the park system consistent with the King County Strategic Plan’s goals for healthy environment, economic vitality, health and human services, mobility, and safety and justice.
	Oxford comma

	
	CIP-115 King County shall consider equity in the development and acquisition of its open space system to help in the reduction of health disparities and in the promotion of environmental justice.
	This 2016 policy was not included in the Executive's 2022 transmittal.

	CIP-115 King County will evaluate and update the King County Open Space Plan when necessary to address changing conditions such as system growth, respond to new initiatives, and remain eligible for grant opportunities.
	
	

	CIP-116 King County will evaluate and update the Regional Trails Needs Report (RTNR) and engage in other regional trail planning efforts to respond to changing conditions and needs, provide a viable capital development program, and remain eligible for grant opportunities.
	
	

	CIP-117 Management and stewardship plans will be guided by best available science and relevant programmatic plans and permits for ecological lands, working forests, and backcountry trails.
	
	

	CIP-118 Future management actions for open space sites shall be consistent with their individual plans. Changes in conditions, such as increased public use or acquisition of new land, will require evaluation and periodic updating of these plans.
	
	

	CIP-119 King County should monitor open space recreation use patterns as background for future planning efforts, including how open space sites benefit the public and tribes. Data should help guide subsequent recommendations that enhance or restore sites to increase their open space benefits.
	
	

	CIP-120 King County should work with athletic organizations, school districts and the public to identify active recreation facility needs and coordinate funding strategies.
	CIP-121 King County should work with athletic organizations, school districts, and the public to identify active recreation facility needs and coordinate funding strategies.
	Oxford comma

	CIP-121 King County should provide regional leadership and coordination for the planning, design, implementation and maintenance of the countywide Regional Trails network to ensure regional trail connections between jurisdictions and linkages with other local trails.
	CIP-122 King County should provide regional leadership and coordination for the planning, design, implementation, and maintenance of the countywide Regional Trails network to ensure regional trail connections between jurisdictions and linkages with other local trails.
	Oxford comma

	CIP-122 King County will continue fish and wildlife planning efforts through individual site management, stewardship and maintenance plans that are consistent with salmon recovery and wildlife plans and to ensure biodiversity values are an integral part of open space decisions.
	
	

	CIP-123 King County should develop a backcountry trails programmatic plan that establishes protocols for and guides planning, design, construction, and maintenance of backcountry trails on King County’s open space sites.
	
	

	CIP-124 King County should strive to design, develop and maintain backcountry trails in a manner that protects natural resources, ensures public safety, and requires minimal maintenance. The latest versions of the U.S. Forest Service Trails Management Handbook and U.S. Forest Service Specifications for the Construction of Trails should inform construction and management of King County’s backcountry trails.
	CIP-125 King County should strive to design, develop, and maintain backcountry trails in a manner that protects natural resources, ensures public safety, and requires minimal maintenance, and provides passive recreation in a natural, rustic setting. The latest versions of the U.S. Forest Service Trails Management Handbook and U.S. Forest Service Specifications for the Construction of Trails should inform construction and management of King County’s backcountry trails.
	Oxford comma

Combined with 2016 policy OS-111, which Executive staff requested to be added to the 2022 plan.

	CIP-125 King County will maintain an asset management system with a comprehensive asset inventory, in coordination with other county inventories, databases, and information provided by GIS tools.
	
	

	CIP-126 King County will prepare site designs and specifications for the development, enhancement or restoration of an open space site to ensure consistency with the goals and policies of this plan. This is consistent with funding, project program plans, site management plans and guidelines, forest stewardship plans and master plans.
	CIP-127 King County will prepare site designs and specifications for the development, enhancement, or restoration of an open space site to ensure consistency with the goals and policies of this plan. This is consistent with funding, project program plans, site management plans and guidelines, forest stewardship plans and master plans.
	Oxford comma

	CIP-127 King County will design, develop, restore and maintain sites to encourage the safe use and public enjoyment of the county’s open space sites, while protecting and enhancing their natural resources.
	CIP-128 King County will design, develop, restore, and maintain sites to encourage the safe use and public enjoyment of the county’s open space sites, while protecting and enhancing their natural resources.
	Oxford comma

	CIP-128 King County is committed to the design and development of accessible sites and recreation facilities, including removal of barriers to accessibility in existing sites and recreation facilities.
	
	

	CIP-129 King County will demonstrate fiscal responsibility in its review and approval of design and development to balance development costs with long-term operational costs and public benefits.
	
	

	CIP-130 King County will maintain, develop and restore open space sites consistent with all local, state and federal regulatory permit requirements. Programmatic permits, where allowed and appropriate, will be pursued when such permits increase cost effectiveness and increase project success.
	CIP-131 King County will maintain, develop, and restore open space sites consistent with all local, state and federal regulatory permit requirements. Programmatic permits, where allowed and appropriate, will be pursued when such permits increase cost effectiveness and increase project success.
	Oxford comma

	CIP-131 King County will develop and implement design standards and details that promote a unified, identifiable image of the county’s open space system.
	
	

	CIP-132 High priority will be given to green and environmentally sustainable building practices in the design and development of open space sites. Designs will be evaluated based on aesthetics, scale, style, and materials appropriate for their proposed use. Development should be consistent with the site’s role and purpose in the system and blend with surroundings and the natural environment.
	CIP-133 High priority will be given King County will give high priority to green and environmentally sustainable building practices in the design and development of open space sites.

CIP-134 High priority will be given King County will give high priority to aesthetic considerations in the design and development of open space sites. Designs will be evaluated based on aesthetics, scale, style, and materials appropriate for their proposed use. Development should be consistent with the site’s role and purpose in the system and blend with surroundings and the natural environment.
	Split into two policies. Rephrased into active voice

	CIP-133 When appropriate and feasible, open spaces should include educational and interpretive signage or other features which enhance a user’s understanding and enjoyment of a site and its features and resources.
	
	

	CIP-134 The Regional Trails network will provide access to important regional destinations: urban centers, civic and commercial centers, regional transit, and important points of interest throughout King County.
	
	

	CIP-135 Regional trail corridors should, to the extent possible, provide a network of linear parks and routes that enhance the natural environment of the region, encourage healthy lifestyles, and provide positive environmental benefits. 
	
	

	CIP-136 King County will ensure that equity is considered and appropriately prioritized in the development and operations of the Regional Trails network.
	
	

	CIP-137 Regional Trails network development should prioritize filling important gaps in the planned trails network to enhance connectivity and overall network integrity.
	
	

	CIP-138 King County should explore innovative partnerships and strategies to expand and better connect the Regional Trails network.
	
	

	CIP-139 In-depth planning for development may be undertaken in potential high-use urban corridors where regional trails will be utilized most.
	
	

	CIP-140 Regional trails should be accessible for both recreational use and for utility uses such as home-to-work or other “commute” type trips.
	
	

	CIP-141 King County should provide up-to-date mapping and consistent wayfinding throughout the Regional Trails network to enhance user navigation and travel. Trail wayfinding programs should be consistent with nationally and regionally accepted wayfinding programs.
	
	

	CIP-142 Regional trails should be developed in accordance with the most recent edition of the King County Regional Trails System Development Guidelines, the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, U.S. Department of Transportation Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, National Association of City Transportation Officials Urban Bikeway Design Guide and/or other appropriate state or national professional guidelines.
	CIP 144 Regional trails should be developed in accordance with the most recent edition of the King County Regional Trails System Development Guidelines, the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, the U.S. Department of Transportation Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, the National Association of City Transportation Officials Urban Bikeway Design Guide, and/or other appropriate state or national professional guidelines.
	Oxford comma

Add "the" before last two manuals to match the first two.

	CIP 143 Regional Trails network plans should be prepared based on the priority guidance provided by the most recent edition of the Regional Trails Needs Report. These plans may include feasibility studies, trail designs, construction programming, environmental studies, and other items. Plans for additional mobility connections between regional trails and important destinations such as transit centers may be based on local conditions and access feasibility analyses. New trail planning activities should include public outreach best practices to ensure important community involvement in the development of the Regional Trails network.
	
	

	CIP 144 Regional trails and mobility connections planning and development should consider all relevant trail plans, including the Regional Trails Plan (1992) and the Regional Trails System Network Vision (2012), along with applicable project-specific plans and studies to identify the most appropriate and sustainable approach to implementation.
	
	

	CIP-145 Regional trails development and related activities should be guided by the King County Strategic Plan, planning and development goals and strategies in the Regional Trails System Strategic Plan (2011), and guidance from the Regional Trails Strategic Plan Update (2017).
	
	

	CIP-146 Regional Trails network planning should be based on the most accurate data and information available, including accurate estimates of trail uses.
	
	

	CIP-147 King County recognizes and fosters the unique character and environment of each regional trail corridor while ensuring the consistent development of regional trail facilities based on park design standards.
	
	

	CIP-148 The Arts Master Plan for the King County Regional Trails System (2015), which provides a vision and blueprint for the cultural and aesthetic development of the Regional Trails network, should provide a basis for implementing site-specific or temporary art and cultural activities on the trails network as well as for planning the aesthetic character of new regional trails.
	
	

	CHANGES TO BACKGROUND TEXT

	Definitions (part) 


Priority Populations - Black people, Indigenous people, people of color, people with low incomes, limited- or non-English speaking communities, and immigrants and refugees who face historic and ongoing disadvantages due to systemic issues built around power and decision-making. King County also defines “opportunity areas” (see definition above) to prioritize improved park and recreational access.
	


Priority Populations - Black people, Indigenous people, people of color, people with low incomes, limited- or non-English speaking communities, and immigrants and refugees who face historical and ongoing disadvantages due to systemic issues built around power and decision-making. King County also defines “opportunity areas” (see definition above) to prioritize improved park and recreational access.
	Word "historic" corrected to "historical"

	Definitions (part) and Classification Table (part)

Regional Trail - Shared use path that provides nonmotorized recreational, transportation, and commuting opportunities. 
	

Regional Trail - Shared use path that provides nonmotorized recreational, transportation, and commuting opportunities.
	Delete nonmotorized to accommodate potential future changes to Title 7 regarding use of e-bikes on regional trails. This change is made in the definition section as well as the classification table in Section 3.2.

	Section 1.3.3. (part)

The 2020 SCAP also includes a section on sustainable and resilient frontline communities, acknowledging the complex, intersectional challenges posed by climate change, particularly for those communities that face historic and current inequities.
	

The 2020 SCAP also includes a section on sustainable and resilient frontline communities, acknowledging the complex, intersectional challenges posed by climate change, particularly for those communities that face historical and current inequities.
	Word "historic" corrected to "historical"

	Section 1.4.2.
	
	Orphan Title moved to next page, picture cropped to accommodate.

	Section 1.4.3. (part)

Parks worked with a consultant to conduct five focus groups with external participants, two of which were held in Spanish, and one focus group involving Parks employees. Preliminary findings are pointing to the following findings about what makes people feel safe and welcome in parks
and on trails:
	

Parks worked with a consultant to conduct five focus groups with external participants, two of which were held in Spanish, and one two focus groups involving Parks employees. Preliminary findings are pointing to the following findings about what makes 

The focus group results were that the following aspects help people feel safe and welcome in parks and on trails:
	Number of focus groups updated at Executive staff's request.

References to "preliminary findings" removed as the findings are now finalized.

	2.3.2., Cedar/Sammamish/Lake Washington Watershed at a Glance box (part)

Based on historic records and oral history, Lake Sammamish kokanee were an important resource for tribal members and supported a large regional fishery.
	


Based on historical records and oral history, Lake Sammamish kokanee were an important resource for tribal members and supported a large regional fishery.
	Word "historic" corrected to "historical"

	2.3.3. – Overview – Land Uses and Population (part)

The Duwamish River flows for the lower eleven miles, which begins at its confluence with the remnant Black River in Tukwila. The Duwamish River has been heavily developed and more than 98 percent of its historic tidal wetlands have been transformed into commercial and industrial land uses.
	


The Duwamish River flows for the lower eleven miles, which begins at its confluence with the remnant Black River in Tukwila. The Duwamish River has been heavily developed and more than 98 percent of its historical tidal wetlands have been transformed into commercial and industrial land uses.
	Word "historic" corrected to "historical"

	Section 3.2.2.2. (Second Paragraph)

Regional trails are facilities for nonmotorized use and may be paved or soft-surface (e.g., gravel or dirt) or a combination of both. Regional trails provide both recreational opportunities
and mobility options, connecting users with dedicated nonmotorized routes to parks, work, school and other destinations.
	

Regional trails are facilities primarily for nonmotorized use and may be paved or soft-surface (e.g., gravel or dirt) or a combination of both. Regional trails provide both recreational opportunities and mobility options, connecting users with dedicated nonmotorized routes to parks, work, school and other destinations.
	Changed "for nonmotorized use" to "primarily for nonmotorized use" and changed "dedicated nonmotorized routes" to "dedicated routes" in accordance with changes described above.

	Section 5.2.1.2 (part)

King County is committed to following current law and will continue to update policies and practices according to court decisions. By the terms of the Treaties, the Tulalip, Suquamish, Muckleshoot, and Puyallup Tribes each reserved unto themselves: the right to take fish at their respective usual and
accustomed fishing places (a right which has been adjudicated and reaffirmed in Federal courts); and the privilege to hunt and gather on open and unclaimed lands. Members of all of these Tribes have traditional fishing, hunting, and gathering places located within the County. The Snoqualmie Tribe is not currently entitled to exercise treaty fishing, hunting, and gathering rights because it lacks treaty tribe status, an issue which is subject to appeal in federal courts.
	

King County is committed to following current law and will continue to update policies and practices according to court decisions. By the terms of the Treaties, the Tulalip, Suquamish, Muckleshoot, and Puyallup Tribes each reserved unto themselves: the right to take fish at their respective usual and
accustomed fishing places (a right which has been adjudicated and reaffirmed in Federal courts); and the privilege to hunt and gather on open and unclaimed lands. Members of all of these Tribes have traditional fishing, hunting, and gathering places located within the County. The Snoqualmie Tribe is not currently entitled to exercise treaty fishing, hunting, and gathering rights because it lacks treaty tribe status, an issue which is subject to appeal in federal courts.
	Removes language relating to the Snoqualmie Tribe at Executive staff's request.

	Section 6.1.3.1. (part)

Due to these historic management activities, these forests are now dominated by relatively short-lived broadleaf tree species, excessively dense or sparse stands, have low species diversity, or contain minimal understory vegetation.

…

Historically, the Puget Sound was predominantly covered in conifer forests in late seral stages, which are composed of a patchwork of very old forests, younger forests originating from natural disturbance, and low but important amounts of shrubby and non-forested areas.
	

Due to these historical management activities, these forests are now dominated by relatively short-lived broadleaf tree species, have excessively dense or sparse stands, have low species diversity, or contain minimal understory vegetation.


Historically, the Puget Sound region was predominantly covered in conifer forests in late seral stages, which are composed of a patchwork of very old forests, younger forests originating from natural disturbance, and low but important amounts of shrubby and non-forested areas.
	Word added to match phrasing of rest of sentence. Word "historic" corrected to "historical"

	Lead-in text prior to CIP-130 (part)

(The programmatic approach also reduces permitting costs and staff labor hours.)
	

The programmatic approach also reduces permitting costs and staff labor hours.
	Parentheses removed.

	Section 7.3.1.3
	
	Formatting fix – italicized word changed to normal font.

	Section 7.3.1.5. (part0

King County also manages inventory information such as purchase documentation, funding 
records, historic site development and survey information, site management and stewardship plans, development plans, site conditions, and maintenance requirements.
	

King County also manages inventory information such as purchase documentation, funding 
records, historical site development and survey information, site management and stewardship plans, development plans, site conditions, and maintenance requirements.
	Word "historic" corrected to "historical"

	Map 9 (footnote)

*Includes trails with historic and/or ongoing King County involvement
	

*Includes trails with historical and/or ongoing King County involvement
	

Word "historic" corrected to "historical"



