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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	8
	Name:
	Mike Reed, Nick Bowman
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	2018-0149
	Date:
	May 16, 2018




SUBJECT

WaterWorks water quality grant award recommendations proposed by the Executive.

SUMMARY

Since the adoption of Ordinances 18031 and 18261 established a formal review process and new eligibility criteria for water quality grant awards under the county’s WaterWorks Grant program, the Council has approved two rounds of grant awards recommended by the Grants Ranking Committee.[footnoteRef:1] Proposed Ordinance 2018-0149 represents the third round of WaterWorks grant awards recommended by the Committee. The legislation provides for the allocation of $1.86 million to 23 water quality-related projects in the service area of the regional wastewater system.   [1:  Ordinances 18324 and 18460] 


BACKGROUND 

In May of 2015, the Council adopted Ordinance 18031, amended in 2016 by Ordinance 18261, establishing a new review process and eligibility criteria for WaterWorks grants. To be eligible for a grant, a project must:

· Create a benefit to or improvement of water quality within the County Wastewater Treatment Division’s (WTD) service area and benefit its ratepayers; and   
· Demonstrate that water quality benefits are related to WTD’s regional water quality responsibilities. 

Non-profit groups, cities, counties, special purpose districts, and tribes, as well as entities such as private businesses that are partnered with an otherwise-eligible entity, are eligible to receive funding, following a competitive review process.

The Council may annually adopt a motion establishing priorities for the subsequent grant application cycle; the Council is to seek comments from the Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC) on such a proposed motion.
The review process is conducted by the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee, staffed by the Wastewater Treatment Division. The Committee includes one technical specialist, three positions representing the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (“MWPAAC”), and nine positions representing Council districts, recommended to the Executive by Councilmembers.  Committee members are appointed by the Executive and confirmed by Council.  The Grant Ranking Committee reviews, ranks and recommends projects.  Recommendations are to be based upon the above-specified criteria, the ability of the project to demonstrate water quality benefits, and implementation strength.  

Following development of recommendations, the County Executive is to confirm, or adjust the project list, and transmit to Council for consideration.  

ANALYSIS

The WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee held a series of seven meetings to review applications and recommend proposals for water quality project funding.  Proposed Ordinance 2018-0149 would approve the third round of recommendations by the Grant Ranking Committee.  The transmittals are accompanied by a memorandum that lists the projects, including applicant, project amount, project title, proposed funding, project ranking, short project description and water quality benefit.

Recommended projects include:

· EarthCorps
· Sharing Our Resources for the Duwamish--$30,000

· Nature Vision
· Water Quality Education and Stewardship Project--$39,622

· City of Seattle
· EnviroStars Business Outreach and Technical Assistance Support for Water Quality Actions--$100,000

· EarthCorps
· Duwamish River Stewards--$25,000

· Trout Unlimited
· Lower Laughing Jacobs Creek Channel and Water Quality Restoration Feasibility Study--$151,062

· World Relief
· Hillside Paradise Parking Plots Community Garden--$144,227

· Tilth Alliance
· Soil and Water Stewardship Training Program--$150,000

· United Indians of All Tribes
· Labateyah Native Water Stewards--$59,000

· Forterra
· Green Buffers to Clean the Green--$89,543

· National Audubon Society
· Clean Water for the Birds: Education & Restoration at Seward Park --$29,500

· Pacific Marine Research
· Marine Science Afloat--$35,000

· Seattle Parks Foundation
· Duwamish Valley Green Connections--$100,000

· City of Redmond
· Public Outreach Truck Wraps - City of Redmond--$20,000

· National Wildlife Federation
· Water-wise Habitat Stewards Trainings and Demonstration Gardens Education and Action--$55,000

· Environmental Coalition of South Seattle
· Environmental Stewards--$60,000

· University of Washington Green Futures Research and Design Lab
· The Sweetgrass Shoreline Restoration Project--$236,000

· Pacific Science Center
· Lake Washington Watershed Internship Program--$97,381

· Puget Soundkeeper
· Lost Urban Creeks Community Education and Revitalization Project--$67,500

· City of Kent
· Downey Farmstead Contaminated Soil Removal--$125,000

· Zero Waste Washington
· Plastic Pollution Youth-Created Videos, Outreach and Education in the Duwamish Valley and Beyond--$108,000

· Northwest Center for Alternatives to Pesticides
· Raindrops to River King County--$24,962

· City of Shoreline
· NE 148th Street Infiltration Facilities--$63,203

· Na’ah Illahee Fund
· Yahowt Permaculture Water Project--$50,000

Total-- Round 3					$1,860,000[footnoteRef:2] [2:  After reviewing the recommended project list, the Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) declined to serve as a grant recipient for the $113,203 recommended for the “Lower Duwamish Stormwater Solutions” project, preferring instead that the WaterWorks funding be distributed to external organizations. WTD has stated that it strongly supports this project and will seek to identify other potential grant applicants and/or funding sources for this work] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]On April 4, 2018, the Regional Water Quality Committee was briefed on the list of projects recommended in Round 3.  While RWQC took no formal action on the recommendations, members appeared generally supportive; comments focused on encouraging geographic balance in allocation of grants.
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