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March 5, 2013
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits an ordinance that will authorize King County to enter into an interlocal agreement (ILA) with the City of Auburn (City) and the King County Flood Control Zone District (District) to acquire property interests necessary for construction of the Reddington Levee Setback and Extension Project (Project). When implemented through the proposed ILA, this joint project will provide critical flood protection and salmon habitat improvements for the Green River watershed.
The County constructed the Reddington Levee (Levee) in the 1960s along the left bank of the Green River between river mile 28.6 and river mile 29.5 to provide flood protection for residential, commercial and industrial properties along this reach of the Green River. The Levee does not meet current structural design standards and has reached the end of its useful life. The King County Flood Hazard Management Plan recommends replacing the levee to meet current standards. The District’s six-year Capital Improvement Program includes the Project, Phase I of which has been provided for in the District’s current work program and budget.
Project Phase I will create 6,000 linear feet of new setback levee within the City of Auburn, adding approximately three tenths of a mile of new levee protection at the north end. The existing levee will be removed. Since the new levee will be set back from the river’s edge, it will create a wider corridor for moving flood flows, and should provide greater flood protection to Auburn residents, businesses and infrastructure.
Project Phase I is slated for construction in 2013, and the transfer of property interests from the City to the District under the ILA is a necessary condition for the initiation of Phase I of the Project. Phase II of the Project, which does not have an established timeline or funding, is proposed to extend the levee from the northern terminus of Phase I north to S. 277th Street.
The County’s role in the Project implementation is as service provider to the District, pursuant to a separate interlocal agreement. Under that agreement, the County is responsible for obtaining in its own name all property interests necessary for the completion of District projects, including the Reddington Levee Project, with such interests to be transferred to the District at some future date.
Under the terms of the proposed ILA, the City will provide for Project implementation 22.9 acres of easement interests on properties it owns. The City will be compensated $142,511, a City bioswale impacted by the Project will be replaced, and trail improvements will be constructed on top of the levee. In addition, 2.99 acres of recreational property the City purchased using Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office funding will be converted to Project use, and under the ILA the City’s obligation to provide recompense for the conversion, per requirements, will be satisfied.
The Project will meet the King County Strategic Plan goals of safeguarding and enhancing King County’s natural resources and environment as well as the goals of the Strategic Climate Action Plan by addressing impacts of climate change.
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. The City, the District and King County are looking forward to cooperating to implement this key Green River flood protection and habitat improvement project, and as a necessary step for this project provide for the transfer of property interests through the execution of the proposed ILA.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mark Isaacson, Division Director of the Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206‑296-6587. 

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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