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September 12, 2006
The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

I am pleased to transmit to the King County Council, on behalf of the city of Kirkland, an ordinance authorizing the city of Kirkland to trade a small portion of Mark Twain Park to an adjacent property owner in exchange for an equal amount of the adjacent property.  This exchange of 13,274 square feet of property would eliminate a panhandle in the park and create a straightened property line benefiting both the park and private property parcels.  The physical condition of both sites is similar, with the park realizing an increase of seven significant trees.  
King County transferred Mark Twain Park to the city of Kirkland in 1990 subject to the conditions outlined in Ordinance No. 9311.  The transfer ordinance requires the city to obtain the written approval of the King County Council for the sale, transfer or trade of all or any portion of the park.  The Kirkland Park Board reviewed the proposed trade and recommended that the Kirkland City Council approve the request.  On May 2, 2006, the Kirkland City Council authorized the City Manager and Parks and Community Services Director to seek King County’s written approval of this exchange. 

The city of Kirkland has agreed to abide by and enforce all terms and restrictions in King County Resolution 34571 on the acquired property, including: that the property will continue to be used for the purposes contemplated by Resolution 34571; that the property shall not be transferred or conveyed except by agreement providing such lands shall continue to be used for the purposes contemplated by Resolution 34571; and, the property shall not be converted to a different use unless other equivalent lands and facilities within the County or City shall be received in exchange.
If you have any questions about this process, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Division Director of the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-8631.
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers


ATTN:  Ross Baker, Chief of Staff

  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director



  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council 

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Kevin Brown, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP
