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SUBJECT

A motion adopting a five-point plan for improving King County's emergency preparedness.
BACKGROUND

The significant loss of life and extensive property damage that resulted from last winter’s storms has been well documented.  Many of the preparations and plans for such emergencies went well.  However, the extent and duration of the power outages went beyond the planning horizon for many families and organizations.  There is a recognized need to continue to assess how individuals and organizations can be better prepared for future emergencies. 
SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2007-0270 requests the Executive, the Sheriff and the Emergency Management Advisory Committee and to examine emergency management plans in light of problems and unmet needs resulting from last winter’s storm events.  Based on the reviews and analysis, the Council requests receipt a report with recommendations to improve emergency plans and actions by September 1, 2007.
ANALYSIS

The King County Emergency Advisory Committee (EMAC) was formed by Ordinance 13623 approved in 1999 (K.C.C. 2.36.055).  King County Code provides for 23 categories of membership in the EMAC.  Pursuant to code, the scope and charge of the EMAC is to:

1. Advise King County on emergency management issues and facilitate coordination of regional emergency planning in King County;

2. Assist King County in the development of programs and policies concerning emergency management; and

3. Review and comment on proposed emergency management rules, policies or ordinances before the adoption of the rules, policies or ordinances.

In addition, the Executive branch and the Sheriff each have responsibilities during emergencies.  The motion therefore requests the EMAC, the Executive and the Sheriff to examine a range of issues and forward recommendations to the Council. 
Specifically, the EMAC is asked to review and make recommendations regarding:

· Mass Care – This covers a range of activities related to shelter, food and care for individuals that may not be able to live safely in their homes during a disaster.

· Improving communications between government agencies and the public regarding the status and projections for restoration of utility and other essential services.
· Improving communications with diverse communities including potential language barriers and providing emergency information in alternative languages and formats.

· Meeting the needs of vulnerable and special needs populations including those with pets.

· Meeting the needs of individuals served by state-licensed facilities, including the role of state agencies, local governments, private parties and other key actors.

· Meeting the needs of families and individuals with few resources.

· Requiring helipads for evacuation on buildings six stories and above.

· Ensuring that critical County facilities have adequate supplies and staffing plans to operate independently for at least three days. 

The motion requests the Executive and the Sheriff to:

· Recommend ways to improve traffic management during emergencies, especially for high-volume intersections during power outages.  The recommendations should identify the busiest intersections and recommend traffic management options including cost estimates, staffing needs and liability issues.
The Executive is further asked to:

· Prepare an analysis of ways to better integrate the efforts of human services providers, including government agencies and private entities such as adult family homes, to be better prepared for emergencies.
· Identify the feasibility and potential cost and of providing for free disposal of debris caused by disasters.

Council staff has worked with Executive branch staff to identify concerns or issues. Regarding the request of the EMAC, they have been advised of the legislation.  It appears consistent with their mission.  They are committed to continuing to improve King County’s preparations and responses to emergencies. 

Department of Transportation staff did recommend some modification to the language regarding traffic management that appears helpful and clarifies responsibilities.  This is discussed in an amendment below.

SUMMARY

Staff has prepared an amendment for the Committee’s consideration. If approved, Amendment 1 would remove the limitation of identifying the 20 busiest intersections so that more can be examined. The amendment also limits the recommendation to apply only to unincorporated King County. All policy decisions for cities that contract for road services with King County are made by the city engineer. 
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2007-0270
2. Amendment 1 to Proposed Motion 2007-0270

3. K.C.C. 2.36.055

4. K.C.C. 2.56
INVITED

1. Jeff Bowers, Acting Director, Office of Emergency Management, DES

2. Linda Dougherty, Director, Roads Division, DOT
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