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SUBJECT
Approving agreements for the continuation of the Eastside Transportation Partnership (“ETP”) and the South County Area Transportation Board (“SCATBd”).

SUMMARY  

Proposed Ordinances 2009-0355 (Attachment 1) and 2009-0356 (Attachment 2) authorize the Executive to approve interlocal agreements for the continued operation of ETP and SCATBd, respectively.  The proposed ordinances commit King County to provide staffing support for ETP and SCATBd through the end of 2012, outline and confirm responsibilities of the groups, and clarify membership and voting representation.

BACKGROUND
ETP was officially formed in 1991, when King County undertook responsibility for providing staff support.  SCATBd was officially formed in 1992.  Both groups share information and provide input to King County’s Metro Transit Division, Sound Transit, and other transportation agencies.  King County relies on the subarea boards for advice on transportation planning and regional priority setting, including: 

· Metro Transit’s six-year transit development plan and implementation of transit service priorities;
· Sound Transit plans and implementation of  projects and service; and 
· Other countywide and regional transportation issues.

1. Updated agreements
The County Council passed Ordinances 15539 and 15540 in 2006, approving the most recent agreements for SCATBd and ETP, respectively.  These agreements expired at the end of 2008.  Proposed Ordinances 2009-0355 and 2009-0356 approve updated agreements for both groups.  The updated agreements are similar to the agreements approved in 2006 and will remain in effect until December 31, 2012 unless terminated.  The agreements can be extended for another two years if the members agree to a Statement of Extension. 

2. Changes for ETP
The updated ETP agreement adds Community Transit and the Port of Seattle as non-voting members, and four Snoqualmie Valley Cities (Carnation, Duvall, North Bend, Snoqualmie) which together will have two votes.  This increases the total number of ETP member agencies to 31, 22 of which have voting privileges.  A table in the agreement shows how many representatives each member has, and what issue categories they vote on.  King County will have three representatives (the Executive or his designee and two Councilmembers), a decrease of one.
Transportation agencies such as the Transportation Improvement Board, Sound Transit and the Puget Sound Regional Council have one non-voting representative; the Washington State Department of Transportation had a voting member but moves to non-voting status effective with this new agreement.
The new agreement revises the dues structure such that all voting members contribute $100 annually.  This replaces the current structure under which members pay $250 per year.  The revenue will be used for special events, public education or other expenses authorized by the Board.
3. Changes for SCATBd 
The updated SCATBd agreement adds two members – Pierce County as a voting member and the Washington State Transportation Commission as a non-voting member.  A table in the agreement shows how many representatives each member has and what issue categories they vote on.  King County will have three representatives, the Executive or his designee and two Councilmembers.  This is an increase of one from the current agreement.

The new agreement revises the dues structure such that all voting members contribute $100 annually.  This replaces the current structure under which member cities with a population above 30,000 contribute $75 annually while member cities with a population below 30,000 contribute $50 annually.  The revenue will be used for special events, public education or other expenses authorized by the Board.
4. Lead Agency Staffing Support

The King County Department of Transportation continues to serve as the designated lead agency for the subarea boards.  King County is not required to pay dues but takes full responsibility for the costs of staff support, subject to appropriations.  King County’s costs to staff ETP, SCATBd, and SeaShore are estimated at approximately $150,000 per year.  ETP and SeaShore both recently agreed to contribute $3,000 each as a one-time offset of the costs to the County.  SCATBd will consider a similar proposal next month.  Any formal change in these terms would require a written instrument signed by all parties.  If King County found itself unable to support the staff costs and other parties did not want to modify the respective agreement, King County would have the option of withdrawing its membership.
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