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SUBJECT

A MOTION establishing the King County Council's support for eco-industrial districts and establishing King County's willingness to partner with other jurisdictions, nonprofit organizations, labor and businesses to develop eco-industrial districts and sustainable communities.
COUNCIL PRIORITIES
The proposed legislation supports four Council priorities: Environmental Sustainability; Local Jobs and Economic Development; Safe, Healthy and Vibrant Communities; and Local and Regional Cooperation.
SUMMARY

The legislation acknowledges the value of eco-industrial parks in helping to create sustainable communities and using resources efficiently.  It offers King County resources in partnership with the City of Seattle, other jurisdictions, non-profit organizations, labor and businesses to create eco-industrial districts.
BACKGROUND

Eco-industrial districts can be thought of as a type of industrial ecology that helps create sustainable communities by using waste byproducts, maximizing resources, and promoting green job creation.  Businesses that participate in eco-industrial districts make a commitment to apply sustainable practices, while creating livable communities served by public transit with nearby affordable workforce housing and recreational amenities.

Eco-industrial districts can vary in size, from a few properties to a large industrial community.  Manufacturers are typically located in close proximity, utilizing the waste products from one firm as an input resource for a neighboring firm.  In addition to using byproducts, eco-industrial districts typically share services such as training resources, common infrastructure, site/facility management, green building standards, common areas, recreational facilities etc.
National and international interest in eco-industrial parks has risen sharply over the last five years, but the concept has been around for some time. Now more than ever, companies non-profit organizations and governments are recognizing the cost of disposing of residential, commercial and industrial waste products. 
ANALYSIS

King County manages significant regional services such as wastewater treatment, solid waste disposal, collection of solid waste recyclables, and transit service. These represent key resources that could be brought to bear in the development of eco-industrial districts. Examples of the County resources that could be offered to an eco-industrial district include: 
· heat from wastewater trunk lines, extracted by heat exchangers at individual sites throughout the service area; 

· treated wastewater effluent can be used for certain manufacturing processes or other reuse options;

· solid waste used as fuel or to generate energy; and/or 

· the provision of recyclables. 
If two or more larger jurisdictions pool their resources, as well as staff expertise, and partner with businesses and non-profit organizations such as the Environmental Coalition of South Seattle, and job training programs, a number of key elements for an eco-industrial district will be present. In particular the pooling of municipal waste and recycling streams, appropriate zoning and other regulations, public health codes, staff resources and leadership can be offered by partnered jurisdictions. 
Access to capital continues to be a challenge for businesses large and small. However, the particular resources King County can contribute have two primary benefits. First, all businesses need reliable sources of feedstock or energy for production. Wastewater and solid waste are expected to be constantly available. The second important asset King County can provide is that its “waste” resources are of a consistent quality, which businesses need. The regular availability and consistency of these resources at a reasonable price can help businesses, plan long term, evaluate risk, and may make it more likely they would get financing. 
King County and the City of Seattle will need to review their building codes to ensure there are not unnecessary impediments or requirements that would discourage eco-industrial parks. King County would also need to review policies related to solid waste and wastewater treatment to see how they align with eco-industrial districts. The subject motion requests the Executive to make available staff resources to plan for eco-industrial districts and begin a dialogue with potential partners.
AMENDMENTS

None
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