
[image: image1.png]



Metropolitan King County Council

Budget & Fiscal Management Committee

	Agenda Item No.:
	24
	
	Date:
	November 9, 2004

	Proposed No.:
	2004-0499
	
	Prepared By:
	Mike Reed


STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2004-0499 will eliminate the termination dates for the groundwater protection committees and modify the nomination and confirmation responsibility for city representation on the Redmond-Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee.

SUMMARY
Legislation establishing groundwater protection committees was approved by the Council in 2001, including the following four committees:

· Redmond-Bear Creek
· Issaquah Creek Valley

· East King County

· Vashon-Maury Island

KCC 9.14.070-095, which establishes and defines functions of each of the groundwater protection committees,  includes language providing that each of the committees would continue in existence until December 31, 2004.  Proposed Ordinance 2004-0499 would eliminate the language establishing termination dates, continuing their existence indefinitely. Additionally, pursuant to the request of membership of the Redmond-Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee, the proposed ordinance provides that members of that committee representing cities, will be nominated and confirmed by the respective city.  

BACKGROUND:
The groundwater protection committees play a significant role in implementing legislation related to groundwater.  KCC 9.14.100 provides for the following functions for the groundwater protection committees:

· Perform assigned tasks pursuant to the local groundwater management plan;

· Review the county groundwater protection work plan;

· Participate and monitor implementation of the plan;

· Recommend updates to the plan;

· Coordinate community groundwater protection activities, including public education, involvement and stewardship;

· Report status on implementation of groundwater protection services, implementation of the groundwater management plan, development of agreements about implementation of regional groundwater protection services, and trends in groundwater issues;

· Recommend use of groundwater protection funding;

· Recommend amendments to countywide planning policies as they relate to groundwater;

· Recommend groundwater protection services tailored to the groundwater management area; 

· Provide advice on state groundwater legislation.  

The committees are required to meet at least three times annually.  Representation is to be as follows:

· One representative from the groundwater advisory committee;

· One representative from water purveyors;

· Two representatives from sewer and water utilities and associations;

· One representative from residential well users;

· One representative from business owners;

· One representative from commercial agriculturists;

· One representative from each city (the Vashon-Maury Island committee doesn’t have city representation)

· One representative from the unincorporated area council;

· One representative from chambers of commerce;

· One representative from local environmental organizations.

Additionally, membership is provided for federally-recognized tribes within the boundaries of the groundwater management area.  Nonvoting membership is provided for abutting counties (the Issaquah Creek Valley Committee does not have provision for membership from abutting counties), the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health, and the state departments of Ecology and Health.
The Council is considering related legislation (2004-0498) which would authorize the Executive to enter into interlocal agreements with participating members of three of the groundwater protection committees, including

· Redmond-Bear Creek

· Issaquah Creek Valley

· East King County

Those agreements call for the County to provide certain services identified by the given groundwater protection committee, and for cost sharing to support the implementation of those services.  While the actual funding and service relationships are between the County and the participating cities or utility districts, the groundwater committees had a role in identifying appropriate local services to be undertaken, and the work of the committees will be informed by the services provided through these interlocal agreements.  

ANALYSIS

Agency staff has discussed groundwater program and services with members of the local groundwater protection committees; the Executive indicates that the committees considered the option of concluding their business by December 31, 2004; however, each committee expressed interest in continuing its work beyond this date, and supported the elimination of the termination date.  

Appointment Responsibility for City Membership:  Redmond-Bear Creek

Additionally, proposed ordinance 2004-0499 provides for a change in the appointment responsibility for a portion of the membership of the Redmond-Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee.  Current law provides that vacancies on the committee are filled through appointments by the Executive, subject to confirmation by the Council.  In communications between the Executive and the Redmond-Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee, interest was expressed in a modified process for members of the committee representing cities.  Specifically, cities indicated preference for a process whereby city representatives would be nominated and confirmed by the respective cities themselves.  The Executive has recommended support for that request, and Proposed Ordinance 2004-0498 includes language which would provide that, for the Redmond-Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee, the respective cities would be responsible for nominating and confirming their representation on the Committee.   

Per King County Code 4.04.075, a fiscal note outlining the fiscal impact of this legislation is required and is attached.

REASONABLENESS

Based upon this analysis, passage of Proposed Ordinance 2004-0499 constitutes a reasonable business decision.  The groundwater protection committees play an important role in preparation, modification, and implementation of local groundwater management plans; they provide an interactive voice to those who have primary investment in local groundwater policy.  The absence of the groundwater protection committees would put the county in the position of having to construct an ad-hoc means of communications with these key stakeholders each time a policy initiative was being considered.  Input from these stakeholders will be particularly important over the next several years, as the region considers a mechanism for continuing fiscal support for groundwater protection.
INVITED:

· Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

· Sarah Ogier, Groundwater Policy Analyst, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
ATTACHMENTS:


1. Proposed Ordinance

2. Transmittal Letter, dated October 12, 2004
3. Fiscal Note
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