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SUBJECT:  an ordinance authorizing the condemnation of certain property for the widening of Sahalee Way NE, right-of-way No. 9-2001-002, CIP No. 200997.  

SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2002-0158 (packet, Attachment 1) authorizes the condemnation of certain property for the widening of Sahalee Way N.E. (Roads Capital Improvement Project 200997).

The Property Services Division of the Department of Executive Services (DES) has been negotiating with the property owner to acquire the land necessary for the new roadway and has reached an impasse in these negotiations.  Due to the construction timetable, the Road Services Division has recommended that the county begin condemnation proceedings immediately to commence construction on this project in 2002.      

Letters were sent on behalf of Committee staff to the condemned property owners notifying them of the Committee process and schedule. 

BACKGROUND:  The County Council passed Ordinance 12538 in December, 1996, including a transportation program that included the widening of Sahalee Way NE., right of way No. 9-2001-002, CIP No. 200997.  As part of the 2001 King County budget and program, the Council approved a capital budget and program that provides for the acquisition of land necessary for the widening of Sahalee Way NE.  This project is included in King County's 2002 Roads Capital Improvement Program and was proposed in conjunction with improvements anticipated to SR-202 to be completed by WSDOT.  
The Sahalee Way NE project is ready for construction and the Road Services Division would like to advertise for construction this summer.  A significant portion of funding for the project is coming from a federal road grant and there is some pressure to obligate these funds to begin construction.  The Road Services Division would like to begin construction this summer and open the road for traffic in early 2003.
As provided in the ordinance, it is the position of the Road Services Division that in order to acquire the property and property rights required to facilitate the construction of this roadway project, it is necessary for King County to condemn certain lands and property rights for these purposes, subject to the paying of just compensation to the owners.  

Project Details:  The project will provide double left-turn lanes and a right turn lane from Sahalee Way NE to SR-202 and 8-foot shoulders from NE 50th Street to SR-202.  Construction will include a storm water detention pond and related water quality facilities along Sahalee Way NE.  The proposed condemnation includes right-of-way needed for the double left turn lane construction and the detention pond.  This project is designed to provide immediate traffic relief to Sahalee Way NE and will be even more effective when the WSDOT completes improvements to SR-202. 
Negotiations:  Happy Valley Associates owns the affected property proposed for condemnation.  A letter from Happy Valley Associates concerning the proposed condemnation has been distributed to members for the record. The owner has not agreed to a possession and use agreement yet and is seeking additional compensation above what is being offered by the Road Services Division.  In order to begin construction as soon as possible, the Division has recommended proceeding to condemnation.  

The legal process provides for a public use and necessity hearing.  The Road Services Division needs a possession and use agreement in order to certify the right of way and advertise for construction.  

ATTACHMENTS:
 1.   Proposed Ordinance 2002-0158 with attachments

2. Aerial Photos, Right of way plans, vicinity map

ATTENDING:
Linda Dougherty, Road Services Division

Harold McNelly, King County Property Services Division

