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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  
DATE:  November 13, 2006
PROPOSED NO:  2006-0561

PREPARED BY:  Mike Alvine
SUBJECT:  A motion waiving the requirements for competitive bidding or formal solicitation and waiving minority and women’s business enterprises requirements for the purchase of goods and services related to the Proclamation of Emergency issued by the King County executive.
SUMMARY:  If approved, in conjunction with the Local Proclamation of Emergency the motion would facilitate emergency repairs, restoration and relief work in response to the recent flooding damage by:
1. Waiving the competitive bidding requirements of K.C.C. 4.16 relating to the lease or purchase of goods and services;

2. Waiving minority and women’s business requirements of K.C.C. 4.18, 12.16 and 12.18; 

3. Allow the executive to purchase goods and services in excess of $250,000 using emergency procurement procedures per K.C.C. 4.18.050.
ANALYSIS:  On November 6, 2006 the Executive issued a Local Proclamation of Emergency due to significant flood damage and threats to life and property from heavy rains. The proclamation waived various procurement requirements of King County Code.  While it is not clear from the transmittal letter, the most pressing need for the motion is so that County agencies can exceed the $250,000 limit on emergency purchases contained in K.C.C. 4.18.050.

This section of code states that the waiver lasts until:
1. The Executive terminates it, or

2. The Council by ordinance terminates it, or

3. Contracts for goods and services, which combined, exceed $250,000 or are in excess of appropriation authority unless the council by motion authorizes an extension of the waiver.

During the emergency created in 2001 by the Nisqually earthquake, the Council extended the emergency proclamation and specified an end date for the waiver of emergency procurement procedures.
Policy Choice:  Does the Council wish to specify an end date for emergency procurement procedures?  If so, staff has prepared an amendment. 

Amendment – Amendment 1 would have the emergency proclamation expire on January 15, 2007. 
INVITED:  

Eric Holdeman, Director, Office of Emergency Management, DES
Paul Takaka, Chief Administrative Officer, King County
ATTACHMENTS:  

1. Proposed Ordinance 2006-0561
2. Transmittal letter dated November 8, 2006
O:\Labor, Operations & Technology\LOT 2006\Legislation\2006-0561 Emergency Procurement\2006-0561 SR Emergency Declaration.doc 
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