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SUBJECT

A briefing on the Executive’s Small Business Award Program.
SUMMARY

The Executive has begun a new program to recognize high-performing small businesses throughout King County.  To be eligible, businesses must be nominated by a business organization or a city, have 50 or fewer employees, and been in business for at least three years.  The award program is intended to be an annual event and will recognize businesses in seven categories.
BACKGROUND

King County plays a variety of roles in economic development. One of the most important and basic roles is in providing infrastructure such as roads, bridges, transit, wastewater treatment and solid waste management. King County also partners with other organizations to provide services that those organization then in turn provide to businesses, such as site location services and specialized workforce training. 

The Small Business Awards Program will recognize outstanding small businesses throughout King County.  This can have several beneficial effects including raising the profile of all the nominated businesses which in turn could result in more sales and success for the businesses.  The program also could inspire existing businesses to adopt some of the practices of the award winners, thus improving existing firms. Ultimately, the program will show case King County as a good place to locate a business.  

Categories of awards include:
· Small Business of the Year, 

· Minority Small Business of the Year, 

· Woman Small Business of the Year,

· Exporting Small Business of the Year,

· Green/Sustainable Small Business of the Year,

· Workforce Development Small Business of the Year, and 

· Rural Small Business of the Year.[image: image1.png]
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