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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	4 & 5
	DATE:
	July 11, 2002

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2002-0236 & -0246
	PREPARED BY:
	Monica Clarke


SUBJECT:
Proposed Motions 2002-0236 and -0246 confirm the Executive’s appointments of James Pappin and Elizabeth Umbanhowar to the King County Public Art Commission.

BACKGROUND:


Since 1973, King County has designated one percent of eligible construction project budgets for the creation and purchase of public art.  In 1995, the county’s “1% for Art” program merged with Metro’s Arts Program and a consolidated Public Art Program was created for transit, wastewater, parks, solid waste, surface water management and general county construction projects. 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW:

The Public Art Program is responsible for incorporating public art in county facilities and public spaces.  The artwork commissioned through the program ranges from architecturally integrated artwork to permanently sited works to portable artwork rotated throughout county buildings.  

Pursuant to county code, the purpose of the Public Art Program is to: 

· Integrate the work and thinking of artists into the planning, design and construction of county facilities, buildings and public spaces;

· Enhance and enrich the county’s physical environment and public spaces;

· Celebrate the multi-cultural and diverse character of its communities; and

· Mitigate potential adverse impacts of construction.

The Public Art Program is administered by the Office of Cultural Resources. A nine-member Public Art Commission provides policy and project recommendations to the Executive and the Council. The Commission is comprised of members who are experienced in public art issues including professional artists, architects, landscape architects, art administrators, urban planners and designers, community arts activists and business professionals.  Commissioners are appointed to serve three-year terms.

Commission Activities
· Public Art Annual Plan - Contains project recommendations developed by the Public Art Commission in cooperation with the directors of the county agencies responsible for constructing and maintaining county facilities: Natural Resources and Parks, Transportation, and Executive Services.


· Public Art Collection - The commission appoints artist selection panels, provides oversight on new acquisitions and helps manage and maintain the county’s 1,000-piece collection of permanently-sited and portable artworks.


· Artist-Made Building Parts Project (AMBP) - The commission developed this program to promote the work of local artists who produce functional and decorative building components. Examples of AMBP project installations include the REI flagship store in Seattle, the Port of Seattle offices and the County Council Chambers.  


· Poetry on the Buses Project - Over 700 poems were received for the 2001-2002 program. Of those, 60 were selected for display on the buses for one year, starting the week of August 15th, 2001. The collection of poems was printed in booklet form and distributed last September.

CANDIDATES FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE PUBLIC ART COMMISSION

2002-0236:  JAMES PAPPIN ~ Mr. Pappin has over 20 years of combined experience working in capital construction projects, first as an architect and now as an attorney.  Mr. Pappin practiced architecture for over 15 years. During that time he managed and designed major capital projects for King County (the Kingdome), the City of Tacoma (Tacoma Dome) and the University of Washington (Husky Stadium, Hec-Edmunson Pavilion and other athletic facilities). As an attorney, he regularly advises architects, builders, and property owners. Mr. Pappin resides in Seattle in Council District 4.
2002-0246:  ELIZABETH UMBANHOWAR ~ Ms. Umbanhowar is an arts administrator and environmental educator. In addition to her recent tenure as Executive Director of the Kirkland Arts Center, she served on the planning committee for the first Kirkland International Outdoor Sculpture Exhibit and on the peer review panel for the Special Projects Program for the King County Arts Commission. She currently is secretary for the Eastside Arts Coalition. Ms. Umbanhowar resides in Seattle in Council District 2.
Both appointments are three-year terms expiring December 31, 2004.
ATTENDEES:  

Cath Brunner, Executive Director, Public Art Program, Office of Cultural Resources

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proposed Motion 2002-0236 with attachments

2. Executive’s transmittal letter dated May 13, 2002

3. Proposed Motion 2002-0246 with attachments

4. Executive’s transmittal letter dated May 13, 2002

